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ADVERTISEMENT:. 

THE present has been carefully col- 
lated with an original edition, in the 
Manksand English languages, suppos- 
ed to have been printed under the di- 
rection of the author. 

No alterations have been made from 
the original, but such as were necessa- 
ry to adapt it to the Communion Service 
of the Episcopalchurchin this country ; 
andnothing has been added, but the note 
taken from the excellent Companion to 
the Altar by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Hobart, of New York, and several Ku- 
bricks from the AmericanBook of Com-^ 
mon Prayer, which are not in the JKng* 
lish Liturgy, 

Boston, Ma/ 1, 181^2. 



RECOMMENDATION. 



Bishop Wilson's Short Introduction to the 
true Understanding of the Lord's Supper has 
long been in the list of such books as are dis- 
tributed by the Society for promoting Chris^ 
tian Knowledge ; which society is under 
the patronage of the archbishops and bishops 
of the church of England, and includes among 
its members the great body of the clergy 
and eminent laity in the kingdom of Great 
Britain. This circumstance, to those who 
are unacquainted with the character of 
bishop Wilson, may serve to show the esti- 
mation ip which this little tract is generally 
held. But we presume that few persons, 
who have made any inquiry for such books 
as will best aid their devotions, can be igno- 
rant of the name of one so eminently useful 
in this respect as the primitive and vene- 
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rable bishop of Sodor and Man. His writ- 
ings, and the uniform course of bis life, entitle 
him to rank among the brightest luminaries 
which have ever shone in the firmament of 
the church of God. The following extract 
from the very interesting memoir of bishop 
Wilson, in the Christian Observer, for De- 
cember, 1820, will convey, in a few words, a 
just idea of the loveliness of his character. 

^^The leading characteristick of bishop 
Wilson was his fervent piety. He had a 
continual regard to God, not only in the re- 
tirement of his closet, but in every scene 
through which he passed in the active duties 
of life. * Thou God seest me,' was a senti- 
ment ever present in his thoughts, and 
it habitually influenced his conduct. In 
every undertaking, his first and last question 
was, ' How may I promote the glory of 
God, and the honour of my divine Kedeem- 
er.^' His prayers and meditations show 
how devout and intimate was the commu- 
nion which he held with the Father and 
with the Son, assisted by an abundant effu- 
sion of the Holy Spirit in his soul. His 
devotion, like the fire in the temple, went 
not out by night or by day ; and it evidenced 
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itself in its close union with all the graces 
and virtues of the Christian character." 

After giving the above extract, which, in 
our opinion, is a just tribute to the character 
of this eminent servant of our blessed Lord, 
it is scarcelv necessary to add that we ap- 
prove the design of giving to the publick, a 
new edition of his Introduction to the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, and that we 
earnestly recommend it to the patronage of 
our respective parishioners. 

SAMUEL F. JARVIS, 

Rector of St. Paul's Church. 
ASA EATON, 

Rector of Christ Church. 
Boston, April 10, 1823. 
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1 have often considered and found by ex- 
perience, that there is no way so likely to 
influence the lives of Christians ; to inspire 
young people with a sense of religion; to 
keep them from backsliding ; and to secure, 
if possible, the growing age from the sad 
contagion of the picocut , <m l>y loctJIn^ them 
very early to an ordinance, in which all the 
means of grace and salvation are exhibited 
to their view, and in order to which they are 
always required to consider their ways; to 
I'eneyr ^hoit^uirposes^of^obediance ; and to 
beg those graces which are necessary to fit 
them for heaven and happiness. I h^trc, 
therefore, in the following papers, endeav- 
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oured to make this holj ordinance, and the 
duties required, as plain as may be to the 
meanest capacity. 

And I hope I have taken care, as on one 
hand not to flatter sinners, so on the other, 
not to fill the minds of young people with 
unnecessary fears and scruples, or with the 
difiiculties of a due preparation, with respect 
to a duty which ought to be the practice of 
their whole lives : as if nobody ought to go 
to this sacrament, but such as are as perfect 
as ever they hope to be. 

I have, therefore, in these short devotions, 
consulted both the capacities and tempers of 
yowng communicants^ for whose use this is 
chiefly i ntended^ wh o_are a pt to bfi impatient 
ancTweary of long prayers. 

And I would hope that the specimen of 
devotions, before and after the communion, 
will not only answer that end, but will be of 
use to lead Christians to make proper reflec- 
tions, when thfty read, at other times : for 
-iTf^nt of which these holy writings are too 
often read and heard without any great 
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benefit, and without affecting the minds, or 
influencing the lives of those who hear them 
daily. 

Haying observed, with concern, how often 
people distract themselves with turning to 
other books of devotion, when they should 
attend to the publick service of the church ; 
to prevent this, I have added the whole 
communion service, with such short observa- 
tions, prayers, ejaculations, &c. as may be 
proper to help devout minds, without divert- 
ing them from the duty they are about. 

And the observations upon the rubricks, 
upon the commandments and warnings, &c. 
which should be consulted at home, will be 
of use to show those of our communion, how 
well the church has provided for the instruc- 
tion^ edification^ and salvation^ of all her mem- 
bers. 

In short, there is nothing wanting to make 
this holy ordinance to be reverenced, and 
closed with, by all persons, and upon all oc- 
casions, but a true understanding of its mean- 
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ing, and the blessings annexed to it : where 
this end is in anj good measure attained, 
either by this, or any other books on this 
subject, God will be greatly glorified ; which 
is the great end intended by the following 
papers, and prayed for, by 

THE AUTHOR. 



A 
SHORT INTRODUCTION 

TO THE TRUE UNDERSTANDING OF THE 

WITH PREPARATORY DEVOTIONS, INTENBED FOR THE USE 
AND BENEFIT OF YOUNG COMMUNICANTS. 



SECTION I. 

JL HERE are two holy ordinances, or sac- 
raments, appointed by Jesus Christ, as most 
especial means of obtaining grace and salva- 
tion : which no Christian, who hopes to be 
saved, must wilfully neglect. These are 
Baptism and the Lord*s Supper. 

It must be supposed, that you have al- 
ready been made partaker of one of these 
two sacraments, viz. that of baptism^ by 
which you were admitted into the congrega- 
tion of Christ's flock, were restored to the 
favour of God, and had the Holy Spirit com- 
2 



14 A SHORT INTRODUCTION 

municated to you, for a principle of a new 
and spiritual life ; in order to awaken you, 
and to direct and assist that natural reason 
with which God has endued all mankind. 

But, forasmuch as you have done many 
things contrary to the promise made in your 
name, when you were baptized, and will 
stand in need of greater degrees ot^race and 
assistanq^j to enable you to resist the temp- 
tations of the world, the flesh, and the deyil, 
and to do your duty in that state of life unto 
which the providence of God sbaU call you ; 
you are therefore now called upon to be par- 
taker of the other sacrament — that of the 
hordes Supper ; by which, upon your sincere 
repentance, you may obtain the pardon of 
all your past sins, and such other graces as 
ou stand in need of, to bring you to eternal 
ife and happiness. 

Take care, therefore, that you understand 
what you are called to, as well as you are 
able : and God expects no more. 

For if you go to the Lord's Supper with- 
out coni^dering the reason of that ordinance, 
and the very great concern you hav€ in it ; 
without seeing the necessity and blessing of 
a Redeemer, you will go with indiffisrence, 
and return without such benefit as you m^bt 
otherwise hope for. 



I 
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To prevent this, you should seriously con- 
sider what account the holy scriptures have 
given us of the condition we are in, both with 
respect to this life and the life which is to 
come. That is, that we are by nature sin- 
ners ; and that, as such, God cannot take 
pleasure in us: and that if we die, before 
we are restored to his favour, we shall be 
separated from him,* and miserable for ever. 

This will lead you to inquire, how the na- 
ture of man came to be thus disordered and 
prone to evil ; for you must not imagine, that 
God, who 13 infinitely good, created man in 
such a state of corruption, as you now see 
sndjiel him to be in ; but that he must have 
fallen into this wretched condition^ since he 
came out of the hands of his Creator. 

And so the scripture informs us. In the 
third chapter of Grenesis, we have this fol- 
lowing account of the state of man, before 
and after the fall : 

That Adam and Eve, from whom sprang 
all mankind, were created in the image of God; 
that is, holy and mnocent ; having a perfect 
knowledge of their duty^ a command of their 
will and affections, and a power^ through the 
grace of God, to do what they saw fit to be 
done. 

In this condition they were placed in Para- 
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dise, in a state of trials with the promise of 
immortal life and happiness, if they should 
continue to jfhar^ to love^ to honour^ and obey 
their.Creatorj as also with an express warn- 
ing of the dreadful consequence of their dis- 
obedience. 

Notwithstanding which warning, they, 
through the temptation of the devil, trans- 
gressed the commands of God; and by do- 
ing so, they did not only forfeit all right to 
the promise of eternal life and happiness, 
but also contracted such a blindness in the 
understandings such a disorder in their will 
and affections^ as all their posterity feel to 
their sorrow; and became subject to sin, and 
the punishment of sin, which is misery and 
deatk 

Concerning the nature and greatness of this 
sin, we are to judge of it by the greatness 
of the punishment inflicted upon them, and 
their posterity. For God, being infinitely just 
and holy J could not inflict a punishment great-- 
er than their sin deserved. 

Now this was the occasion of that univer- 
sal corruption and wickedness which you see 
and hear of in the world, and which you can- 
not but, in some measure, Jcel in your own 
nature : for, as the scripture informs us. Gen. 
V. 3. Mam begat his children in his own like-- 
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mss; that is, with such a depraved nature 
as his was then become. 

And now consider into what a sad condi- 
tion these unhappy offenders had brought 
themselves; a^nd remember thai this is your 
own condition^ and the condition of all their 
posterity. 

The law of nature and reason was still in 
force^ and could not possibly be dispensed 
with. At the same time they found by sad 
experience, that, as St Paul describes the 
fallen state of man, there was a law in their 
members warring against the law of their 
winds; so that the good which they wouldj 
they did not; but the evil that they would not, 
that they did. Rom. vii. 

There could not sure be a condition more 
deplorable than this : to live only to contract 
evir habits; and, by doing so, to increase 
their guilt, to displease their Creator, and to 
leave an offspring as miserable as themselves. 

This, therefore, gave occasion to God to 
manifest another of his most glorious perfec- 
tions, that is, his infinite gooStess and mercy. 

For God, foreseeing this lamentable con- 
dition into which they had fallen by depart- 
ing from their obedience, his goodness had 
provided such a remedy, as that neither 
they nor any of their posterity should, on ao- 
2* 
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count of their fall, be eternally miserable, 
except through their own fault. 

He, therefore, in consideration of a i?e- 
deemerj one of the seed of the woman, who 
should make full satisfaction to the divine jus- 
tice for their transgression, and who should 
bruise the head^ or break the power^ of that 
serpent (the devil) who tempted them to 
sin ; in consideration of this promised seed, 
God entered into a neto covenant with them, 
by way of remedy for what was past, and 
could not be undone. 

We have reason to believe that this new 
covenant was more fully explained to Adam, 
than is set down in this short account given 
us by Moses, and as it is more fully explain- 
ed in the gospel ; and which was to this pur- 
pose ; thatj on condition of their sincere repen- 
tance and sincere obedience afterwards^ they 
should be restored to the favour of God; and^ 
efter deaths to that life and happiness^ which^ 
tn their state of innocence^ was promised to 
them without tasting of death; wnich favour 
they had forfeited by their disobedience. 

And when we consider that our first pa- 
rents, now become sinners, stood in need of 
an atonement, without which, while under 
the displeasure of God, their very lives must 
be a burden ; and it being decreed by God, 
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as it afterwards appeared, that without shed- 
ding of blood there wcls to .be no remission of 
sin^ i. e. without the death of the sinner, or 
some one in his stead ; we do therefore con-^ 
elude, that, at this time, God did appoint 
sacrifices^ or sin-offerings, to make an atone-* 
ment for the soul, and to foreshow the saC' 
rifice of Jesus Christ (which we now com^ 
memorate) until he should be offered in be- 
half of them, and all their posterity. 

And this appears from wtiat follows in the 
next chapter of Genesis, where we find Abel, 
by faith, (that is believing and depending 
upon this ordinance of God, for the remis- 
sion of sins, until the promised Redeemer 
should come ; we find him) offering a sacri- 
fice which was acceptable to God, that is, a 
sirtroffering^ which his brother not doing, 
was rejected. 

But here take notice, and remember, that 
these sacrifices could not take away sin, but 
only through obedience to the ordinance of 
God, and through faith in the promised seed. 

They were, indeed, yery instructive, and 
proper to lead sinners to repentance, and 
amendment of life, when they saw that their 
sins could not be forgiven, but by the death 
of an innocent creature^ bleeding and dying 
before their eyes, to make an atonement for 
their sin. 
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And as all good men^ before the coming 
of Christ, did most religiously keep up the 
remembrance of the promised seed, and ob- 
tained the pardon of their sins, and accep- 
tance with God, upon offering sacrifices through 
faith in a Redeermr which was to come ; so 
all Christians^ since the coming of that Re- 
deemer, are obliged, as thej hope for pardon 
and favour from God, to keep up the re- 
membrance of God's great mercy, m sending 
us a Redeemer, and of what that Redeemer 
has done to save us; and this in the manner 
which he himself hath ordained. 

Now, that you may be more sensible of, 
and thankful to God for this his infinite lov- 
ing kindness, and that you may be fully con- 
vinced of the necessity and blessing of a Re- 
deemer, you ought to know and consider, 
that our Saviour and Redeemer came not, 
until man had been tried in all conditions — in 

A STATE OF INNOCENCfi UNDER THE GOVERNMENT 

OP HIS OWN REASON and UNDER THE LAW GIVEN 

BY MosES. All which methods of Providence, 
through the perverse will of man, had been 
rendered ineffectual for the amendtnent of 
the world. Notwithstanding which, such 
was the goodness of God, that he sent, after 
all, his only beloved Son^ to take our nature 
upon him, and to assure mankind of the ten- 
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der love which he had for his poor creatures, 
who were ruining themselves, without per- 
ceiving the danger they were in. 

This was the Promised Seed ! promised 
to Adam, as he that should break the ser- 
pent's head, or power of the devil : promised 
to Abraham, as he in whom all the nations of 
the earth should he blessed : promised to the 
people of Israel, as that prophet whom they 
should hear and obey at their peril : lastly, 
promised to David, as one whose kingdom 
should have no end. And indeed it was with 
this promise that God supported the spirits 
of all that feared him, and were in fear for 
themselves, until the fulness of the time for 
his appearance should come. 

And now this promised Redeemer being 
come, he first showed by his own example, 
recorded in the gospel, now men must live, 
so as to please God. And the law of nature, 
as well as the law of Moses, having, through 
sin, been much obscured and perverted, he 
explained them, and gave us such other laws 
and rules, as were absolutely necessary, to 
mend our nature, to restore us to to the 
image of God, to keep us from backsliding, 
and to fit us for heaven and happiness. 

And because, in the decrees of God, as 
was before observed, without shedding of 
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blood there could be no remission of sin; and 
it being impossible that the blood or lije of 
any other creature, or of any mortal man, 
could take away the guilt and punishment due 
to sin ; our gracious God, both to give to 
mankind the greatest token of his love, and, 
at the same time, to show how great his bar 
tred to sin is, by the greatness of the punish- 
ment it required, he sent his own Son to be 
the propitiation Jbr our sins; that is, to make 
satisfaction to his justice, and to take off 
the just displeasure which he had declared 
against sinners. 

And his Son, (blessed for ever be his 
goodness) knowing how dreadfully sad the 
condition would be af all such who should 
live and die under the displeasure of God, and 
what unconceivable happiness they would 
deprive themselves of; he, therefore, moved 
with compassion for^ so great a calamity, un- 
dertook to obtain their pardon. 

In order to this, he clothed himself with 
our flesh, that, as man, he might suffer what 
our sins had deserved ; and, as he was the 
Son (^Godj he might make a full and suita- 
ble satisfaction to the Divine justice, offering 
himself a sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world : and for the joy of delivering so many 
millions of souls from misery, he endured the 
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death of the cross, and all the afflictions lead- 
ing to it, which we find recorded in the gos- 
pel. 

And, by this worthy sacrifice, all mankind 
are restored to the favour of God, and put 
into a way and state of salvation ; God hav- 
ing, for his Son's sake, promised to pardon 
all such as shall fepent and forsake thetr 
sins, and bnng forth Jruits meet Jhr repen- 
tance ; as also to give his Holy Spirit to all 
such as shall sincerely desire him : and, lastly, 
to make them eternally happy after death, 
if during this short state of trial, which is 
designed t6 amend our corrupt and disordered 
nature, ttiey endeavoured to observe the 
rules which he has given them, and which 
are absolutely necessary to make them ca- 
pable of heaven and happiness. 

Stop here awhile — ana adore the infinite 
goodness of God, who did not overlook lost 
mankind, but sent his Son to redeem us. 

He might, in strict justice, have required 
men to have lived up to the law of nature 
and reason given in toe state of innocence, 
on pain of being for ^v-er separated from his 
presence : but, instead of tnat, he has been 
graciously pleased to accept of our sincere, 
though imperfect obedience, and of our sin- 
cere repentance, when we have done amiss, 
and return to our duty. 
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Consider this seriously : and you cannot 
but express your thankfulness after some 
such manner as this : 

THE PRAYER. 

Blessed be God for ever for this instance 
of his love to fallen mankind, in committing 
the miserable case of his unhappy creatures 
to no less a person than his own Son ! We 
are not worthy of all the mercies which 
thou hast showed thy servants. Grant, O 
God, that this wonderful love may not be 
lost upon me : but, that, knowing my sad 
condition by nature, I may be truly convinced 
of the necessity and blessing of a Kedeemer ; 
and that I may, with a heart full of gratitude, 
join with thy church in giving our devoutest 
thanks to thee, and in Keeping up the re- 
membrance of what thy blessed Son has 
done and suffered for us; to whom, with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour, 
praise, and thanksgiving, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



SECTION 11. 

The End and iDstitutioD of the Lord^s Supper. 

St. Paul concludes his first epistle to the 
Corinthians with this remarkable direction : 
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^If any man love not the Lord JesuSj let him 
be anathema, m^aranatha ;^^ that is, let him be 
separated from jour communion, as one under 
the displeasure of God, and, without a timely 
repentance, in no possibih'ty of Jbein^ saved: 
— nothing being more grievous in the sight 
of God, than for a sinner to slight the great- 
est instance of his mercy that was ever offer- 
ed to man, as well as the only means of his 
salvation. 

To prevent this, and to hinder sinners from 
forgetting (which they are but too apt to do) 
this token of God's infinite love, and to fix 
the love of Jesus Christ more surely in our 
hearts and memory, he himself hath taken 
care, that his love and mercy should, through- 
out all generations, be remembered ; he did, 
therefore, ordain this sacrament as a memo- 
rial of our redemption, and of his love for 
us ; as a pledge to assure us of it ; and as an 
outward means and sign of testifying, as well 
as increasing, our love to him. 

The holy apostles of Christ, who were 
present when ne first administered this sa- 
crament, give us the following account of its 
End and Institution : 

They signify to us, in the first place, that 
this sacramsnt was ordained by Christ the 
same night in which he was betrayed ; and 
3 
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after they had observed the passover, which 
had been ordained to preserve the memory 
of their great deHverance, from the bondage 
of Egypt, and which did prefigure, and was 
a prophecy of a much greater deliverance, 
which Jesus Christ was to be the author of, 
not only for them, but for all mankind : and 
which prophecy was surprisingly fulfilled by 
that people, without knowing what they 
were doing, when they crucified Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb^ the very same months 
the very same day oi the month, and the very 
same hour of the day, that the Paschal Lamb 
was first ordained to be sacrificed. 

Now, after the Paschal supper, as the 
apostles relate it, " Jesus Christ took bread, 
and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying. Take, eat : this is my 
body, wnich is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of me. He took also the cup, 
and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying. 
Drink ye all of this ; for this is my blood of 
the new covenant, which is shed for you, 
and for many, for the remission of sins : this 
do, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance 
of me ; for as oft as ye shall eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's 
death till he come." 

In obedience, therefore, to this command 
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of Jesus Christ, who has delivered us from 
a much greater bondage than that of Egypt, 
the Christian church keeps up the memory 
of his lovcj his sacrifice^ and his sufferir^s^ 
and deaths after this solemn manner: 

First, as an acknowledgment, that our 
lives, and al! that we eat or drink to preserve 
them, are owing to the bounty of God, we 
present upon his table^ by the hands of his 
own minister, a portion of his creatures, the 
best we have for the support and comfort 
of our natural life, namely, bread and wine. 
After this, the bread and wine are conse- 
crated, the bread is broken, and the wine 
poured out, to represent the death of Christ, 
whose body was broken, and whose blood 
was shed for us. 

Then the minister of God, as the steward 
of Christ's household, applies these blessings 
to. every person who receives this sacra- 
ment, in tnis devout prayer : The body and 
blood of Christ J which were given and shed for 
thee^ preserve thy body andsoxd unto everlast- 
ing lije. 

And we may be assured of it, that this 
sacrament will be, to every worthy communi- 
cant, what the tree of life would have been 
unto Adam and Eve in Paradise : and that 
as theyj had they continued obedient, would 
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have been in no danger of temporal death; 
even so weij while we feed on this bread, now 
endued with a life-giving spirit, and live as 
we ought to do, are in no danger of death 
eternal. 

These being pledges to assure us, that, as 
certainly as bread and wine do nourish our 
bodies, so do these seal to us all the benefits 
which Jesus Christ hath purchased for us, 
by his sacrifice and death 

And when any Christian does wilfully, and 
for want of faith, deprive himself of this spi- 
ritual food, he falls, as our first parents did, 
into a state purely natural, and destitute of 
the means of grace and salvation* 

For the happiness of the world, and of 
every soul in it, depends upon the sacrifice 
of Christ; of which we are bound to keep 
up the remembrance after this solemn man- 
ner: 

That, whenever we pray for any favour 
or blessing, we may remember to do it in his 
name : that, whenever we are so unhappy as 
to have done any thing which may displease 
God, we may remember to pray to be for- 
given Jhr Chris fs sake. 

For God grants whatever we ask, and which 

he sees to be for our good, when we ask in 

Jaithj that is, in his Son^s name ; and, there- 
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foi^e, Ihd church concludes all her prayers in 
these most prevailing words: ^'for Jesus 
Chrisfs sake.^^ 

In one word, we do, by this sacrament, 
keep up a continual correspondence with our 
Lord in heaven ; and hola communion with 
him, and with all the members of his body, 
which receive nourishment and growth from 
him, as the branches from the tree in which 
they are grafted, and from which, when they 
are separated, they can bear no fruit, and 
are only fit to be burned. 

And as every Christian is obliged, at the 
peril of his soul, to observe it, so the duty 
must be such, as every one, even the most 
unlearned, may understand, if it is not his 
own fault. 

And so indeed it is : for as an Israelite, 
(Levit. i. 4.) under the law, being oUiged to 
lay his hand upon the head of his sacrifice, 
confessing his sins, and laying them, as it 
were, upon that creature, as he did easily 
understand that this was to show him, that 
death was the due reward of sin; that this 
ought to humble him before God, and to 
give him the greatest abhorrence of fox^ 
which could not be pardoned but by the loss 
of the life of an innocent creature. 

As this was plain to the meanest Israelite^ 
3* 
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even so the most unlearned Christian, when 
he considers, that our Lord Jesus Christ be- 
came a sacrifice for us, and that on him all 
our sins were laid, on him who knew no sin ; 
he will easily understand how sad our con- 
dition was, which required such a sacrifice : 
that this, therefore, ought to humble us, to 
lead us to repentance, to make us fearful of 
offending God, and to abhor those sins which 
cost Jesus Christ his life, before God could 
be prevailed with to pardon them. 

He will also easily understand, that the 
love of Christ, and the remembrance of his 
death, ought to be very dear to us ; and that 
the oftener we remember it in the manner 
he ordained, the more graces we shall re- 
ceive from God : the firmer will be our Jaith, 
the surer our pardon^ and the more comfor- 
table our hopes of meeting him, not as an 
enemy J but as a friend^ at wTiose table we have 
been so often entertained. 

And now, if you have considered what 
you have read, with any degree of attention, 
you will pause awhile, until you have ex- 
pressed your gratitude for this mercy, after 
some such manner as this following: 

THE PRAYER. 

O Jesus, who hast loved us, and washed 
us from our sins, and purchased us by thy own 
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blood, and didst ordain this sacrament, in or- 
der to secure us to thy self, by a grateful re- 
membrance of what thou hast done and 
suffered for us, make me truly sensible of thy 
love, and of our sad condition, which did re- 
quire such a sacrifice. 

May I always receive this pledge of thy 
love, the offers of mercy, pardon, and grace, 
tendered to us in this holy ordinance, with a 
thankful heart, and in remembrance of thee, 
our great and best Benefactor ; in remem- 
brance of thy holy example, of thy heavenly 
doctrine, of thy laborious life, of thy bitter 
passion and death, of thy glorioug resurrec- 
tion, of thy ascension into heaven, and of thy 
coming again to judge the world. 

And may I never forget the obligations thou 
hast laid upon us, to live as becomes thy dis- 
ciples, and to forsake every course of life 
contrary to thy gospel : cease not, O Lord, 
to love us ; and, by the grace vouchsafed in 
this ordinance, cause us to love thee with all 
our hearts. Amen. 



SECTION III. 

How a Christian ought to prepare himself for ihis Sacrament. 

As the above account of this holy ordinance 
is easy to be understood, even by the most 
unlearned Christian ; so the preparation re- 
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quired is such, as will neither puzzle the 
understanding) nor burden the memory, nor 
take up too much of the time, of those that 
are engaged in the most necessary employ- 
ments of life. 

The church had regard to all her mem- 
bers, when she gave this short and plain di- 
rection to such as prepare to go to the Lord's 
Supper. 

That they examine themselves, 

Whether they repent them truly of their former 
sins ? 

Whether they steadfastly purpose to lead a new 

Whether they have a lively faith in God^s mercy 
through Christ P 

Whether they have a thankful remembrance of 
his death ? and 

Whether they be in charity with all men ? 

Now, forasmuch as all Christians, who are 
capable of examining themselves, and their 
own consciences, are bound, as they hope for 
salvation through Christ, to go to this sacra- 
ment ; and because young people are often 
at a loss how to examine themselves upon 
these several heads, here follow a few plain 
directions, which they that can read, should 
read with care ; and they that cannot, if they 
have a true concern for themselves, will find 
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some good Christian, who will be glad to 
read it to them, and do thereby a work which 
must be well pleasing to God. 

The first Head oo which yoa are to examine youraelf, is, con- 
cerning your Repentance. 

By what you have already heard concern- 
ing the Jail of marij you understand how all 
men became subject and prone to sin; and 
you cannot but feel it to be so by sad expe- 
rience. We are assured also, and this by the 
Spirit of God, that without a sincere repen- 
tance no man must hope to be saved. 

Now, by repentance, you are to under-» 
stand, a man's condemning himself, for haying 
done any thing displeasing to God ;— either 
such things as God has forbidden, to keep 
us from ruining ourselves ; or by omitting 
such duties as he has commanded, in order 
to fit us for happiness when we die. 

So that, if either the fear of God's displea- 
sure, or a love of him, who has been so good 
to you, will weigh with you, you will most 
heartily condemn yourself for every thing 
you have done contrary to his will and com- 
mand. 

You will also beg him, most earnestly, to 
forgive you what is past ; and you will pro- 
mise and resolve, through his ^race and help^ 
not wilfully to offend him again. 
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And, lastly, you will not forget to pray for 
his grace every day of your life ; without 
which your best resolutions will come to 
nothing. 

This is that repentance, concerning which 
you are required to examine yourself^ before 
you go to the Lord's supper. 

Most people, 'tis true, are ready to own, 
that they are sinners, and cry, Lord, forgivt 
us; and this too often without any great 
concern, or purposes of amendment. 

But this you will not think sufficient, when 
you seriously consider, that the end and ptm^ 
ishment of sin are not to be seen in this life. 

If, therefore, you stand in any fear of the 
judgment of God, set yourself seriously to 
consider your past life ; see whether you 
have not lived, or do not now live, in any 
known sin^ or evil habit : of lying — for exam* 
pie : or swearing — or drinking— ^r filthy talk- 
ing ; — of unchanness — of keeping loose and 
profane company — oi following unwarrantable 
pleasures and diversions — or of leading an 
idle, useless, sinful life. 

If this hath been your case, resolve to 
break off all these, and all such like evil ways, 
which are displeasing to God ; condemn your- 
self for having so desperately broken the 
commands pf one who am destroy both body 
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and soul in hell: consider the vows that 
are upon you, — and despise not the goodness 
and forbearance of God, which is designed 
to lead you to repentance. 

If you ask when you are to begin this ne- 
cessary work, (if it is not already begun,) the 
answer is short : the very moment you ask 
the question ; — and this, because if you find 
an unwillingness in yourself to set about it 
now, that unwillingness will every day in- 
crease : very probably you will never repent, 
unless God, by his judgments, or by the sight 
of death, shows you your sad errour, when 
it may be too late to he of any real use to 
you. 

Now, if these considerations affect your 
heart, as sure they will, if you have any 
regard for your salvation, represent your 
desires to God in some such words as these 
following : 

THE PRAYER. 

Blessed be God, who, by his grace, and 
by the voice of his church, hath called me 
to repentance ! Discover to me, O thou 
Searcner of hearts, the charge that is against 
me, that I may know, and confess, and for- 
sake the sins 1 have fallen into. Give me 
that true repentance, to which thou hast 
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promised mercy and pardon, that I maj 
amend where 1 have done amiss, and that 
iniquity may not be my ruin. And, O blessed 
Advocate, v^ho ever livest to make interces* 
sion for us, I put my cause into thy hands : 
let thy blood and merits plead for me, and 
by thy mighty intercession procure for me 
the pardon of my past offences : that thou 
mayest say unto me, as thou didst unto the 
penitent in the gospel — thy sins are forgiven; 
so that. I may go with a quiet conscience to 
thy holy table. Amen. 



SECTION IV. 

CoDcerning the Purposes yoa are to make of leading a new, that 
is, a Christian Life. 

In the first place, take especial notice, that 
God accepts o{ our repentance on this condi" 
tion onlyj that we may afterwards glorify 
him by a holy Christian life. 

And as he delivered the people of Israel 
from bondage, not that they might do what 
was right in their own eyes, but that, be- 
coming a holy nation, ^^^Z '^^^^ ^^ ^^ hon- 
our to their deliverer ; (Deut. xix. 5.) even 
so Christ hath redeemed us from the bondage 
of sin and satan, that he might redeem us 
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from this present evil world, and purify unto 
himself a people zealous of^ood works. 

And as the former perished, that is, all 
such as did not answer the end of their de- 
liverance, so inost surely shall we do, if we 
do not obey our Redeemer. 

Your duty to God, ymirneighhour and your^ 
^^If^ you have known from a child : be as- 
sured of it you will meet with temptations 
from the devil j the world, and your own cor- 
rupt heart, both to neglect and transgress the 
commands of God. 

It will be absolutely necessary, therefore, 
that you arm yourself betimes, both with 
holy resolutions and with this holy ordinance, 
which you are preparing to go to, that you 
may be able, through the grace of God, to 
go on in the way of salvation. 

Now your duty to God is, — to believe in him, 
to fear mid love him, with all your heart and 
soul; forasmuch as you stand indebted to 
him for all you have, or value, or hope for, 
in this or the next life. 

Do but consider how you would behave 
yourself, if you were but half so much oblig- 
ed to any man on earth. How dearly would 
you love him ! How often would you think of 
him ! How often would you strive to please 
him! How would you be grieved, if you 
4 
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should be so unbappj as to offend him ! Hovr 
soon and earnestly would you beg his par- 
don, to be restored to his favour. 

Now, if you thus love God, it will appear 
in such instances as these : — ^you will have a 
very great regard fdr every thing that be- 
longs to him : you will not use his name to 
any idle or wicked purpose : you will reli- 
giously observe the day consecrated to hiis 
honour and service : you will carefully attend 
the house and worship of God : and behave 
yourself with reverence and devotion, while 
you are in his presence: you will hear his 
word with attention, and have a great regard 
for his ordinances^ and for the persons whom 
he hath appointed to administer them. 

If vpu truly Jiar God, you will part with 
any thing as dear as a right hand, or a right 
£yej rather than provoke Aim, who can destroy 
both body and sotd in helh 

If you believe him to be the fountain of all 
'good, you will pray to him daily. And if you 
put your whole trust in God, as it is your duty 
to do, you will endeavour to be pleased with 
all his dealings with you. You will never 
murmur at the ways of his providence, nor 
suffer your heart to fret against the Lord. 
And especially, you will never attempt to 
better or secure your condition by any evil 
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ways; believing assuredly, that God can and 
will make you full amends in the next life, 
for what you want or sulfer in this, in sub- 
mission to his will. 

Lastly, yoiir duty is to be thankful to God. 
The way to be so is, to look upon every mer' 
cy you receive as the gift- of God 2 every 
danger you escape, as owing to his care and 
providence : every good thought^ every good 
purpose^ every occasion of doing good^ as the 
effect of his good spirit. 

Thtnkj and actj and purpose thus : and it 
will be as natural to thank God for all the 
dispensations of his providence, as it is for 
vou to beg any blessing from him, which you 
stand most in need of. 

Stop awhile — until you have considered 
these things, and until you have expressed 
your sense of them in the following prayer. 

THE PRATER. 

This is indeed the first and great com- 
mand, to love thee^ O God, with all our heart; 
for on this, depends our salvation. But even 
this must be the gift of thy grace. For this 
grace I now apply to thee, to make my love 
and fear of thee the governing principle of 
my whole life : that I may always do what 
I believe will please thee : that I may care- 
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fully aroid what I know will offend thee : 
and that I may live as having thee the ccnq- 
stant witness of mj thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions. 

Give me a steadfast faith in thj word and 
promises; a firm trust in thy power: Let 
the fear of thy justice keep me from pre* 
sumption, and a sense of thy e;oodness from 
despair. Defend me from all those bewitch- 
ing snares which destroy our love for thee ; 
from worldly cares; from all sensual and 
sinful pleasures; from evil company; from 
foolish diversions ; and from every thing that 
may make me forget, that thou alone art 
worthy to be feared and loved : grant me 
these mercies for thy son Jesus (Jhrist his 
sake ; whose love and death we are going 
to commemorate. Amen. 



SECTION V. 

Your Uutj to year Neighbour and Toursdf. 

This is the second great command^ and will 
require the most solemn resolutions you can 
make, before you go to the Lord's Supper. 
Consider, therefore, whether you can sin- 
cerely resolve as follows : 
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I dare not, I will not, be iddifferent how 
I lead mj life. I know what God has com- 
manded me, a^d I purpose sincerely to do it. 

I will, in the first place, be obedient ta 
the lawful commands of my superiours, and 
especially to those who watch Jhr my souL I 
do sincerely purpose in all my dealings to 
remember the command giyen me by my 
Sayiour, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-^ 
self* And therefore I will make a con- 
science of doing the least wrong to any man ; 
of using any deceit^ or frauds or oppression; 
or of taking adyantage of the ignorance^ mis» 
takes, or necessity of my neighbour; know^ 
ing assuredly, that he who wrongs his neigh- 
bour, does the greatest injury to himself* 
And if at any time I am conyinced that I 
have done him any wrong, I will make him 
satisfaction, as far as I am able, without be- 
ing forced by law, — to do unto others what I 
would thcji should do unto me. 

To this end, I will endeayour to liye 
peaceably and charitably with all people; 
ayoiding all malice, and revenge, and evi^ 
speaking, and contention, as much as possibly 
I can. And I will speak the trutn, at all 
times, and especially when I am called to 
my oath, whether it be Jhr or against my 
worldly interest. 
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As to the duiv I oMoe to myself ^ I am cotH 
VkK^ed, that my first and great conceiti (Might 
to Ibe, to take care oftny souL 

I do therefore steadfastly purpose to lead 
a serious life, as otie under the senttnee of 
death ought to do: to be soher^ temperate^ 
and chaste; that when I die, I may oe ad* 
mitted into the Paradise of God, where no 
unclean thing must enter. 

To this endj I resoire to keep a watch 
over myself, that I may avoid all such comr 
pany^ such pleasures and diversions^ ad may 
make me lose the remembrance of deaths 
and the account I must give. 

I will endeavour to be content with my 
condition, not coveting what is another man's, 
lieitlier envying the prosperity, nor taking 
pleasure in the calamities, of my neighbour. 

And, forasmuch, as a life of idleness and 
luxury is hateful to God, I will strive to do 
my duty in the state of life, in which his pro- 
vidence has placed me; not flattering my- 
self, that I do no evil^ when I do no good m 
iny generation, lest the sentence upon the 
unfruitful tree be passed upon me, Cut it 
down, why cumbereth it the ground? 

These duties I will endeavour to perform, 
fts a proof of the love and reverence I bear 
to God, who is so good as to accept of mj 
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repeDtance, and a sincere, thougl\ imperfect 
obedience. 

And if^ through weakness, temptation, or 
sudden surprise, I shall be so unhappy as to 
forget any of these resolutions, and fall into 
sin, I will, as soon as I perceire it, beg God's 
pardon, and be more careful for the time to 
come. 

Now, if your conscience can witness for 
jou, that you piously purpose to lire after 
this manner, you may safely go to the Lord's 
table ; and the blessing of God will go along 
with you. 

Go no farther till you hare ccxisidered 
these purposes again; for they are to be the 
purposes of your whole life, and of eyery day 
of your life. 

And then address yourself to God, that, 
through his gracious assistance, they may 
make the more lasting impression upon your 
mind. 

THE PRAYER. 

Gracious God, who hast giyen us precepts, 
and an example to walk by, let the remem- 
brance of them be always seasonably present 
with me. Give me grace to practise them 
conscientiously, to reverence mj betters, and, 
all that are in authority, and especially such 
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as are ordaiDed to pray for, and to bless us 
in thy name. Let my lore for thee, and for 
my neighbour, keep me from ail acts of in^ 

i'ustice, or injury, to bis body, or good name : 
et me never wilfully rex or trouble him ; 
never covet what is his, or envy his pros- 
perity. May I ever be ready to help and 
comfort all such as are in distress. Giv6 me 
grace to be faithful in all things committed 
to my trust ; that I may never pervert truth 
and justice ; never propagate slander, or i*aise 
evil reports, nor ever tempt others to sin. 
Give me the spirit of temperance and chas- 
iity, and grant that I may never provoke 
thee, by anv instance of uncleannesa, to shut 
me out of heaven, where no unclean thing 
can enter. Give me grace so to order my 
conversation, that I may encourage others 
to live as becomes the gospel of Jesus Christ: 
for whose sake I beg to be heard. Amen. 



SECTION VI. 

The next thing you are to inquire into is, Whether joli have a 
live^^ tiaith in God's mercy through Christ. 

Now, because so very much depends upon 
our having such ^ifaith^ the Holy Ghost has 
given us all the arguments, all the assurance, 
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that our hearts can desire« God so loved the 
worlds that he spared not his own Son (saith 
the apostle) but gave him up for us all Rom. 
viii. 32. Can there be a greater, a surer 
pledge of the lore of God for his poor crea- 
tures ? He made him to be sin (that is, a sin- 
offering:) he delivered him to death in our 
stead : can we, after this, doubt of, or dis- 
trust, the mercy of God ? 

Observe the method St. Paul takes to 
confirm our faith, bj giving us the strongest 
proofs of our acceptance with God : GW, 
saith be, commendea his love to us^ in thatj 
while we tvere enemies^ we were reconciled to 
him by the death of his Son ; much more bmng 
reconciled^ we shall be mved by his life. Rom. 
V. 10. What maj we not, after this, hope 
for from God ? 

In short, Jesus Christ has redeemed us 
from the curse of the law. — Through him we 
have peace with God. Rom. v. 1. This is the 
only foundation of our faiih^ our hope^ and 
confidence. He is our Sacrifice, our Media- 
tor, our Advocate ; the knowledge of which 
ought to remove all occasions of despair and 
fear from the displeasure of God. 

Indeed if we should attempt to go to God, 
without an interest in Christ, we could hope 
for nothing but to be rejected ; but vf hen 
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we go to him, as redeemed by his own Son, 
and represent to him, as we do in this holy 
sacrament, what he has done and suffered 
for us, we approach him as entirely recon- 
ciled to us. 

But then you must remember, that he 
gave himself for us, and hath redeemed us 
from the power of the devil, for this end, 
that he may purify unto himself a people con^ 
secrated to nts service. Consecrate therefore 
yourself to Jesus Christ, and with faithful 
Abraham stagger not at the promises of 
God; but ^o to this sacrament with a full 
assurance of faith, that God will pardon your 
sins, and give you all the graces you shall 
stand in need of. Only remember, that this 
faith itself is the gift of God, and must be 
prayed for, for Christ's sake; which you 
may do after this manner: 

THE PRAYER. 

I beseech thee, O God, by that love which 
moved thee to give thine own Son for lost 
mankind, give me a faith in thy promises 
for his sake, as firm as thy word, on which 
my faith is grounded : and let me never pre- 
sume upon thy gracious promises, without 
sincerely endeavouring to perform the con- 
ditions on which they were made, and with- 
out being zealous of good works, for which 
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we were redeemed May the remembrance 
of mjr Saviour's love^ and of thy g^reat mer- 
cyy be ever seasonablj^ present with me, to 
keep me from despair ! and may my faith 
in tny promises support me at the hour of 
death ! — May my Kedeemer be my refuge, 
his blood and merits plead for me, that I 
may have my lot and portion with those 
whom he hath purchased with his most pre- 
cious blood ! Amen. 



SECTION VII. 

Whether joa have a thankful Remembrance of Christ's Death. 
This is the next thing you are to inquire into. 

Now this will always bear some proportion 
to the sense you have of the evil he nas de- 
livered you u*om, and the blessing he has by 
his death procured for you. 

Consider, therefore, yourself as SLpoor^siiu- 

Jhlj Iqstj undone creature, without a Re- 
deemer. Consider what that Redeemer has 
done for you: what he did, and what he 
suffered, when he took upon himself to an- 
swer for the sins of men. 

Consider that he was the Son of God ; 
that he had done no wrongs neither was guile 

found in his mouth; notwithstanding this, 
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being to answer for sinners, he was treated 
and punished as a sinner deserves to be : he 
was despised! set at nought! persecuted and 
rejected by his own people, whom he came 
to redeem ! 

He was betrayed by his own disciple! 
falsely accused ! unrighteously condemned ! 
unmercifuilj scourged ! had a murderer pre- 
ferred before him ! was crucified as a male^ 
factor ! and, in the very midst of his tor- 
ments, was most inhumanly reviled ! 

Consider the reason of all this. It was 
not only to satisfy the justice of God, for the 
sins of men, and procure their pardon upon 
their repentance and future obedience ; biit 
also to show mankind, what treatment sin 
and sinners, who have rebelled against their 
Maker, do deserve; and teach us, when 
God orders or permits us sinners to undergo 
such indi^ities and afflictions, in this our 
state of trial, that we ought to take our cross 
patiently, as our Redeemer did ; and be con- 
tent, and even pleased to fulfil the will of 
God, in following his example in his suffer- 
ings in this life, that we may be partakers of 
his glory in the next. 

In the next place, consider the blessings 
which Jesus Christ hath by his death ob- 
tained for us. He hath delivered us from 
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the great power which the devil had over 
mankind, by procuring us grace to resist and 
overcome him. He hath prevailed with God 
to overlook the untowardness of our nature ; 
to pardon our greatest offences, upon our 
true repentance: and, being, by his death, 
reconciled to God, we have, for his sake, 
free liberty to apply to him, as children to a 
father, for what we stand in need of. 

He hath also obtained for us the assistance 
of an almighty Spirit, to enable us to know, 
and to do, what is necessary to fit us for 
heaven and happiness. And he has prevail- 
ed with God that these shall be our certain 
portion, if we are not wanting to ourselves. 
In one word, Jesus Christ, hath entirely freed 
us from all fears of what may come here- 
after^ if it is not purely our own fault. 

,The most unlearned Christian may know 
what id required of him. 

The greatest sinner may depend upon par- 
don, on his repentance. 

The weakest Christian may rely upon all 
necessary assistance. 

And the meanest Christian is sure not to 
be overlooked. 

By all which you may perceive what 
thanks you owe to God, for your great and 
good Redeemer, and for what he has done 
5 
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and suffered for jou ; which you will do well 
to express in some such manner as this : 

THE PRATER. 

Give me leave, O God, to mention before 
thee the death of thy Son, and the infinite 
blessings I have received thereby : add this 
to all thy favours, I beseech thee^ that I 
may never forget these mercies ; never for- 
get to be thankful for them ; but that I may 
preserve the remembrance of them in the 
manner which he hath ordained. I thank 
thee, O God, for that word, in which thou 
hast caused these thy mercies, and his ex- 
ample, to be recorded. Make me truly sen- 
sible of that love which brought him down 
from heaven; and how sad our condition 
was, which required such a sacrifice. May 
I learn by bis patience, humility, self denial, 
and resignation, what virtues are most ac- 
ceptable to thy divine majesty. And may I 
take him for my Lord, and Master, and 
Teacher, and Example ; and dedicate myself 
to thee, and to thy service, for his sake. 
Amen. 
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The last Inquiry you are to make, is, Whether you are io Charity 
with all the World. 

Concerning which, take especial notice, that 
the two great ends of this ordinance, men- 
tioned in scripture, are : 

The first, to keep up the remembrance 
of Christ's death, till his coming again. 

The second, to be a solemn token of our 
communion with Jesus Christ, and of our 
union and charitj with all his family. 

To this end he has ordained, that as all 
Christians, high and low, rich and poor, shall 
make up one body, of which he is the Head; 
and one family of which he is the Master : 
so thej should all eat at one table, of one 
bread, as a sign of that lore, and peace, and 
fri^ndship,^and readiness to help one another, 
as occasion shall require, and as members of 
the same body will naturally do. 

And indeed your acceptance with God 
will very much depend upon your hearty 
good will for every Christian, and for all 
mankind. 

Therefore you must take special care, 
lest there be any person with whom you are 
not at peace — whom you cannot forgive, and 
pray for, and do him all the good that can 
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in reason be expected from you : that you 
be disposed to make satisfaction to any per- 
son that has been injured by you, or who 
may have taken just offence at your words 
or actions, this being a duty which Jesus 
Christ himself has commanded. (Matt. v. 23.) 
And that you be ready to forgive every per- 
son, who may have injured you, as you ex- 
pect forgiveness of God : remembering the 
dreadful sentence mentioned in Matt, xviii. 
Thou wicked servant^ I forgave thee all thy 
debt: shouldst not thou have had compassion 
on thy fellow^ervant^ even as I had pity on 
thee ? Jlnd the Lord was wroth^ and delivered 
him to the tormentors. 

And, lastly, you are to take care, that you 
love, no/ in word only^ hut in deedy ana in 
truth ; that is, that you do good, as well as 
give good words ; and relieve Jesus Christ 
in his poor members. 

And believe it for a certain truth, that a 
charitable and forgiving temper is not near 
so beneficial to any body as to him that hath 
it ; it being m^re blessed to give than to re^ 
ceive; and to forgive, than to insist upon 
satisfaction for injuries and wrongs done to 
us. Acts XX. 35. 

This being so necessary a grace, you will 
not fail to beg of God most earnestly to 
vouchsafe it to you* 
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THE PRAYER. 

This is my commandment, thai ye love one 
another as I have loved you. Hear, O my 
soul, what thy Saviour has commanded thee : 
— He who loved us, and gave hmself an 
offering and a sacrifice to God for us. 

May this thy love, O Jesus, be the motive 
and pattern of my love and charity for all 
mankind! — Where this hath not been my 
practice, I implore thy gracious pardon; and 
oeseech thee to fortify my soul against all 
suggestions of satan, or my corrupt nature 
and blind passions: that I may always be 
prepared to go to thine altar, with the same 
charitable dispositions with which I desire 
and hope to die. 

Thou, O Jesus, madest thine enemies thy 
friends, by laying down thy life for them. 
Be thou mv Advocate with the Father for 
grace to follow thy heavenly charity and ex- 
ample, that I may overcome evil with good; 
that I, and all the members of thy iamily, 
may love as brethren. That we may always 
meet at thy table as sincere friends, and part 
with true love and affection, as becomes thy 
disciples. Amen. 

5* 



54 A SHORT INTRODUCTION 



SECTION IX- 

Bt this time you see the reason of this insti- 
tution; the necessity, as well as the invalu- 
able blessing, of observing it religiously ; and 
the manner of preparing yourself for it, as 
often as you shsul have an opportunity. 

And remember that the oftener you look 
into the state of your soul, in order to go to 
this ordinance, the less trouble you will nave 
to make your peace with God, when you 
come to die ; and the less danger you will be 
in, of falling into a state of sin and security, 
which has been the ruin of an infinite num- 
ber of souls. 

Besides this, you will have the greatest 
comfort of life, when you perceive tnat you 
are still growing in grace, and tending to that 
perfection, which must fit you for heaven. 

On the other hand, if you turn your back 
upon the ordinance, it must be because you 
will not be at the pains to understand your 
duty, your interest and your danger. 

lou have not considered, that there is no 

f>ardon, no grace, no salvation, to be hoped 
or, but by pleading with God what his Son 
hath done, and sunered, and merited for us, 
and in the manner he has ordained. 

And if you will consult your own conscience 
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i 

it will tell you, that some of thet 
true, though most wretched caus 
contempt of this command of your Sa^^^. . 

Either you live in some known sin, or ui^ 
godly way of life, which you cannot resolve 
to forsake : or, you are not willing to renew 
your vows made in baptism : or, which is 
generally the case — ^you have no real con- 
cern for your soul ; only you delude yourself 
with some faint purposes and hopes, that 
some time or other you will become a new 
man. 

In the mean time you are guilty of a sin, 
too like the denying the Lord that bought 
you. You brings an evil report upon an or- 
dinance of Christ, as if it were not worth 
observing: you harden wicked people in 
their infidelity, and faeglect of their salva- 
tion, by calling yourself a Christian, and liv- 
ing like a heathen, in the contempt of one of 
the greatest means of salvation. You live 
in a state, in which all your prayers, whether 

})ublick or private, whether for yourself or 
or others, will be rejected. 

In short, you provoke God every day 
more and more to withdraw his grace — to 
leave you to your own corrupt way of living, 
till you have filled up the measure of your 
sins, and prepared yourself for a sentence 
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not to be heard without trembling — / tell 
ifou, that none of those men that were bidden 
shall taste of my supper — the marriage sup- 
per of the Lamb in heaven. 

How great, then, must the sin of those be, 
who negieet to administer, and of those who 
turn their backs upon this ordinance, upon 
which our salvation depends. It being the 
blood of Christ which must cleanse us from all 
sin. 1 John i. 7. 

After all, this is not to encourage any per- 
son to go to the Lord's supper without a 
wedding-garment-^ — without a due regard to 
the duty. For a man may go so unworthily, 
as to receive judgment instead of a blessing : 
for example, such as live in any known sin 
unrepented of; such as are not sincerely re- 
solved to live and be governed by the known 
laws of the gospel ; such as live at variance 
with their neighbours, without being willing 
to be reconciled ; such as have done wrong, 
and will not make satisfaction as they are 
able ; lastly, such as go out of mere custom 
without considering the end or benefit of this 
ordinance ; and return to their usual sinful 
liberties, as soon as the service is over. 

All such ought to know, that they went 
unworthily; and if they have any true con- 
cern for their souls, they will consider better. 
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and lay themselves under stricter obligations, 
before they go again to the Lord's supper. 

But then, let them not, at the peril of 
their souls, deal deceitfully, and make this a 
pretence of neglecting to go to this ordi- 
nance for the future ; lest they provoke God 
to leave them to themselves, which is one of 
the greatest judgments that can befall them. 

On the other hand, let not any well mean- 
ing Christians be discouraged with fears of 
having gone unworthily to the Lord's sup- 
per ; and so forbear, because they do not 
find all the benefit and change wrought in 
them, which they hoped for ; but let them 
consider, that a state of holiness and perfec- 
tion is not to be expected at once, but by 
degrees, and as we make good use of the 
graces which the Holy Spirit from time to 
time vouchsafes to us : a good Christian not 
being one who has no inclination to sin, but 
one who, through the gracie of God, imme- 
diately checks, and suffers not such inclina- 
tions to grow into evil habits. 

God, who knows our infirmities, will ac- 
cept our sincere endeavours, though attended 
with imperfections and backslidings, provided 
we condemn ourselves for them, and strive 
to amend. 

And let us remember for our comfort that 
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Jesus Christ himself pronounced all his dis- 
ciples (the traitor excepted) to be clean, that 
is, qualified to receive this sacrament, which 
he was going to administer to them, although 
he knew them to be subject to verj great 
failings and infirmities; which soon appear- 
ed, when they all forsook him, contrary to 
their solemn promises; but this thej repent- 
ed of, and were forgiven by their compas- 
sionate Redeemer. 

If, therefore, you love God and your 
neighbour, though not so fervently as you 
could wish; if you have a real desire of be- 
ing better than at present you find yourself 
to be ; if the fruits of the Holy Spirit, though 
in a verj low degree, do appear in your life ; 
lastly, if you do daily pray for God's grace, 
that you may, in his good time, be what he 
would have you to be, and do not live in any 
known sin ; by no means forbear to go to 
this ordinance, as often as you have an op- 
portunity ; and depend upon God's blessing, 
and an increase of his graces. 

THE PRATEIU 

Grant, O God, that I may never draw down 
thy judgments upon myself, either by turn- 
ing my back upon this ordinance, or by going 
to it without thought, or unworthily. Maj 
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thy mercj pardon what is past, and givo me 
grace for the time to come, to consecrate 
my life to thee, and to embrace every occa- 
sion of remembering my Redeemer's love, 
and thereby securing tny favour, and my 
own salvation. And, if it be thy will, grant 
that I may always j5nd such comfort and be- 
nefit in this ordinance, as may encourage me 
to observe it with joy unto my life's end. 

Give me leave to recommend to thine in- 
finite mercy the miserable condition of all 
such, as neglect so great means of grace and 
salvation. Awaken all Christian people into 
a sense of this duty : open their eyes, and 
correct their mistakes, that they may be 
convinced, that this is the only means of 
making their peace with thee, and of ren- 
dering their persons and their prayers ac- 
ceptable to thy divine majesty, through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SECTION X. 

Every well-disposed Christian, after he has 
thus far prepared himself for this sacra- 
ment, will endeavour to keep the thoughts 
of his duty, and the blessings he hopes for, 
warm in nis heart, until the time of receiv- 
ing. 
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Some of the following scriptures, and me- 
ditations upon them, may, through God's 
grace, answer that end; nor will tney take 
up too much time, because some or more 
ot them, as occasion offers, may be devout- 
ly used in the midst of business. 

And this method of devotion is here pro- 
posed, to lead Christians to make proper 
reflections upon other parts of scripture 
which they read or hear. 

Rev. iii. !?• Thou sayest^ I am rick, and have 
need of nothing : and knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor^ and blind, and 
naked. 

This is the sad condition, to which as 
sinners, we are subject; and it is of thy 
mercy, O God^ that any of us are sensible 
of it. Preserve me, I beseech thee, from 
that blindness which would hinder me from 
seeing my own misery ; and from that pride 
which would keep me from acknowledging 
it before thee, who alone canst help me. 
O give me a true sense of the maladies I 
labour under, and help me, for thy mercies' 
sake, and for the sake of Jesus my Re* 
deemer. 

Psalm li. 17. The sacrifice of God is a broken 
spirit ; a broken and a contrite heart, Ood will not 
despise. 
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But most unfit is mine to be to God pre- 
sented, until I have obtained his pardon for 
the many sins by which it has been defiled. 

Jer. iii. 1 2, 1 3. lam merciful^ sailh the Lord ; 
and I will not keep anger for ever : only acknow' 
ledge thine iniquity^ that thou hast transgressed 
against the Lord thy God. 

I do acknowledge my sin unto thee, O 
God ; and mine iniquities will I not hide : 
I do therefore implore thy pardon, and plead 
thy gracious promise, with full purpose of 
heart, never again to return to folly. 

Jer. xvii. 9. The heart is deceitful ^ and despe- 
rately wicked : who can know it ? 

I cannot, indeed, answer for my own heart ; 
but tk^ere is nothing, O Lord, impossible 
with thee: in thee 1 do put my trust; let 
me never be put to confusion : — Keep it 
ever in my heart, what an e^il thing, and 
hitter^ \\, will be, to Jhrmhe the Lord. 

1 John iii. 8. He that committeth sin (who 
abandons himself to five in any known sin) is of the 
devil — is under his power and government. 

Preserve me, gracious God, from so fatal 
9 blindness, to choose satan for my lord and 
governour, instead of thy blessed Son, who 
6 
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laid down hia life to redeem ub from the 
dreadful tyranny of the devil. 

1 John ii« 25. This is the promise that he hath 
promised us, even eternal life. 

How infinitely good is God, to give us so 
great encouragement to save ourselves from 
ruin ! Give me, I beseech thee, a firm faith 
in this promise, that no fears may terrify me ; 
no pleasures may corrupt my heart; no dif- 
ficulties may discourage me from serving 
thee. 

MatU xvi. 24* If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross, and 
follow me. 

O my Saviour ! who pleasedst not thyself, 
but tookedst upon thee the form of a ser- 
vant, let me not profess to follow thee, with- 
out endeavouring to follow the blessed steps 
of thy most holy life— thy patience, meeK- 
ness, and humility-^thy great disregard for 
the world, its pleasures, profits, and all its 
idols — thy sensiUe concern for the miseries 
of men — thy unweariedness in doing good — 
thy constancy in prayer, and resignation to 
the will of thy Father. Let me part with 
any thii^ as dear as a right hand, or a right 
eye, rather than not follow thee. 
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Matt* vi. S4* ^0 man can servt two mashrs. 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

May I never set up any rival) O God) with 
thee, m the possession of my heart ! May I 
never attempt to reconcile thy service with 
that world w/ucfc is at mtrUty with thee ! Give 
me^ I beseech thee, the eyes offkithj that I 
may see the world, what in truth k is-— th^ 
danger of its riches — the folly of iisphasures 
-^^the multitude of its snares-^the power of 
itB temptations — ^its deadly poisouj md certain 
danger of drawing my neart from the love 
of thee. 

Matt. zxii. 37, 30. Thou ehalt love Ihe Lord 
thy God with all thjf hearty and thy neighbiAMr as 
thyself. 

O that the love of God may foe the com- 
manding principle of my soul ; and that I may 
have this comfortable proof of his love abid- 
ing in me, that I study to please him, and to 
keep his commandments; that my love to 
my neighbour may be such as God has com- 
manded ; that I may give and foi^ve, and 
love, as becomes a dibciple of Jesus Christ ! 
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1' John iii. 14. fFe know that we have passed 
from death unto life^ because we love the brethren. 

What it is to love my neighhour as myself, 
thou, O Lord, hast taught me in thy holy 
word; never to wrong or deceive him; never 
to grieve him, or without a cause to create 
him trouble; never to treat him with co«^ 
tempt and scorn ; never to be pleased with 
his misfortunes bhA faults ; but to rejoice in his 
happiness, and help him in his wants. Give 
ine, O Lord, this proof of mj having passed 
from death unto hfe. 

GaL Hi. IS. Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us. — 
That is, be was treated as one under the cnrse of 
the law. (Deut. xxL QS,} 

Blessed God, how great was our misery t 
how great was thy mercy ! when nothing 
could save us from ruin, but the death of thy 
Son ! I see by this, how hateful sin is to thee. 
Make it so to me, I beseech thee. May I 
never flatter myself that thy mercy will 
spare me, if I continue in sm, when thou 
sparedst not thine own Son, when he put 
himself in the place of sinners ! May I never 
provoke thy justice ! May I never forget 
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thy mercies, and what thy Son has done for 
me. 

Tit. ii. 14. He gave himself for usj that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity; and purify 
unto himself a peculiar people^ zealous of good 
works. 

Blessed be God, that I was united to this 

Seople by baptism! Grant that I may never 
isgrace thee, or my Christian profession, by 
an ungodly life. O thou, who nast redeem- 
ed us from sin and death, cause me to under- 
stand, to value, and ever remember, thy great 
love ; and to show that I do so, by a life con- 
secrated to thy service. 

2 Tim. ii. 13. If we deny him^ he also will 
deny us» 

How many deny thee, O Jesus, without 
thought, and without dread ! do they know 
what they do, who lightly turn their backs 
upon this x)rdinance ? who make a mock of 
sin which rost t'hee thy life ? who are asham- 
ed of thee, and of thy gospel, out of regard 
to men? who, by their unchristian lives, do 
renounce thy service ? do they consider what 
it is to be denied by thee ? wnat it is to have 
no interest in thy death, thy merits, and medior 
6* 
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tim? Gracious God, deliver me from tbi& 
dresidM sin BXid judgment. 

Matt. xtvi. 35. Peter said^ ITiough I should 
die with thee^ yet will I not deny thee. 

Preserve me, gracious Lord, from a pre>- 
sumptuous opinion, and dependence on my 
own strength^ without the aids of thy grace : 
let me see, in this sad instance, my weakness 
without thy assistance, and my ruin without 
thy help. 

Luke xzii. 61, 62. And the Lord turned^ and 
looked upon Peter ^ and Peter remembered the 
words of the Lord^ and went out and wept bitterly. 

O Jesus, look upon me with the same eye 
of compassion, wheneyer I shall do amiss, 
that I may see my fault, and forthwith re- 
turn to my duty : let this instance of thy 
mercy be our comfort, since so great and re- 
peated a crime did not exclucfe tl^s penitent 
irom thy mercy; but let not this make ud 
fearless of offending thee, lest we never re- 
pent. 

Luke xxii. 3, 4, 5. TTien entered satan into Ju- 
das^ and he communed with the chief priests^ how 
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A< m^ht betrmf him unto them :'^and they cove- 
nanted to give him money j ^c, * < 

If I should provoke thee, O God, by re- 
sisting thj Holy Spirit, to leare me to my 
own natural corrtmtianj and to the power of 
satan, I see, in tnis wretched man, what 
wickedness I am capable^ of. Lord God, 
abandon me not to my own choice. Shut my 
heart against that coyetousness, which was 
the root of so great a sin. Kem rne from 
presum^ptuaus sins^ lest they get the dominion 
over me ; and secure me under the conduct 
of thy Holy Spirit, for Jesus Christ's sake. 

Deut. xvi. 16, 17. They shall not appear ie- 
fore the Lord empty. Every man shall give as he 
is abtej according to the blessing of the Lord thy 
Gody which he hath given thee. 

Shall I appear before thee, O God, worse 
than a Jew? Can I give any thing to thy 
poor^ but what I have received Jirom thee f 
How can I say that I love thee much, if I 
give sparingly to them, whom thou hast ap* 

E>inted, in thy place^ to receive our alms ? 
ive me a heart, O God, to give according 
to thy blessing upon me, and as I expect thy 
blessing upon myself and substance^ 
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1 Pet. iv. 10, As every man hath received the 
giftft^ven so minister, the same one to another^ as 
good stewards 

O God, who hast taught us, that we are 
all but thy stewards, keep me, I beseech 
thee, from that great injustice of defrauding 
thy poor of their right : Give me grace to 
moderate all mj vain desires and expenses, 
that I may have to give to them that need ; 
and that the measure of thy blessings to me 
may be the measure of my charity to others. 
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THE ORDER 

FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE 

INTRODUCTION. 

That you majr profit by the following assis- 
tances, be advised to read the Communion 
Service, with the directions and meditations, 
some time before you go to the sacrament, 
that you may attend to every part of the 
publick service without distraction. 

Whenever you have time for your private 
devotions, let them be so secret that nobody 
may be disturbed by you. 

And if, instead of repeating the prayers, 
and other parts of the service, after the 
minister, as the manner of too many is, to 
the disturbance of such as are near them ; 
if, instead of doing so, you would secretly 
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say, ameriy at the end of every petition, you 
would find this the very best way to keep 
your mind intent upon your devotions. 

If any person who is ordained to adminis> 
ter this sacrament, shall think fit to cast his 
eye upon this book, I would beseech him to 
consiaer seriously, how many communicants 
there are, who have no ordinary way of 
coming to the knowledge of this great duty, 
or other help to their devotion, besides what 
the churcli has provided for them in this 
office : that, therefore, in compassion to such, 
this service ought to be performed with the 
greatest deliberation^ as well as <2et?o/eon, that 
the ufdeamed^ who are generally the greatest 
aumber, may be edijied^ as w«U as instructed* 



THB 

ORDER FOR ADMINISTRATION OF 

THE 



KUBRICK. I OBSERVATIONS. 

Iv amoog those who come to If you are conscious to 
be partakers of the holy com-lyourself, (though your pas- 
munion, the minister shaJi know.tpr should not know it,) that 
e^il Hve'r.rrh^^e S:rr;{our Ufe has been suih as 
wroogtohisneighbours, byword "8t" g^^®"* offence or scan- 
or deed, so that the ceogrega- dal to your Christian pro- 
tioD be thereby offended, hefession, do not go to the 

shall advertise him, that he pre- sacra;nent, until you have 
sume DQt to come to the Lord^s • '^ ' <' re 

table, mitil he have opeo^ de? g'^«" ^"^ P^^*'^ P^«,«^ ^^ 

Glared himself to have truly re- yo"*^ repentance, and pur- 

pented, and amended his former pose of leading a new life. 

* It 18 advisable, that all, who intend to be partakers of thia 
holy sacrament, should signify their intention to the minister 
seme time prevkNW to their first reception of it. On this subject, 
bishop Wilson observes^ **^I>o not neglect it. You will have 
the comfort of knowiag, either that your pastor hath nothing to 
say against you ; or, if he has, you will have the benefit of his 
advice, and a good blessing will attend your application to him.''* 

American Editor* 
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KUBRICK. OBSERVATIONS. 

evil life, that the congregation But then, as you hope for 
may thereby be satisfied ; andGod's grace and mercy, do 
that he hath recompensed the « _ . . . /. . . 

parties to whom he hath done 
wrong ; or, at least, declare 
himself to be in full purpose so 



The same order shall the 
minister use with those, betwixt 
whom he perceiyeth malice and 
hatred to reign ; not suffering 
them to be partakers of the 
Lord^s table, until he know 
them to be reconciled. And if juries they have received, 



one of the parties, so at vari- 
ance, be content to forgive, from 
the bottom of his heart, all that 



not put off the doing of this 
one moment, lest you pro- 
voke God io leave you to 

to do, as soon as he conveniently yourself; for then you never 

^^J' will repent. 

The Lord's supper being 
a sacrament and token of 
reconciliation and friend- 
ship with God and man, such 
as will not forgive the inju- 



nor make satisfaction for the 
injuries they have done to 



the otherhath trespassed against others, must not presume to 



him, and to make amends for 
that wherein he himself hath 
offended; and the other party 
will not be persuaded to a godly 



unity, but remain still in 
frowardness and malice; 



miaister, in that case, ought to they are under these bad 



admit the penitent person to the 
holy communion, and not him 
that is obstinate : provided, that 
every minister so repelling any, 



go to the Lord's table, lest 
they receive a curse instead 
of a blessing. 

But then such would do 
well to consider, that, while 



dispositions, they are at en« 
mity witbGod as well as with 
their neighbour ; and, there* 



as is herein specified, slj^U bejfore, are not qua]i6ed to 
obliged to give an account ofctsk^ much less to. hope for^ 
the same to the ordinary, as any favour from him : — 
soon as conveniently may be. rj.^^^^ ^^^^^ no mercy for 

him^ who xsjUI not show rner* 
cy to bis neighbour : — This 
being an express condition 
of our peace with God, 
Matt. vi. 16. 



^^ 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

And we should always 
remember, that he that lov- 
eth not his brother, ahideth 
in death. 1 John iii. 14. 

It is God who saith this . 
and dare we delaj to be at 
peace with our neighbour 
even one day, if we can 
help it ? 
Rubrick. 

The table, at the communioD It maj so happen, that 
time, having a fair white linen you jij not know that the 
cloth upon it, shaU stand in the ^^„j ^^ ^^ be admi- 

body of the church, or in the . ^ , ,., ., 

chaicel;andtheminUter,8tand.n'stered, until you saw the 

iog at the north side of the table, communion table covered : 
or where morning and evening however, if you have been 
prayer are appointed to be said, a conslftnt communicant be- 
sh Jl say the Lord's prayer, and ^ ^^ „^j ^^^ back 

the collect following, the people ' ,, , , JLj- ^„^« . 
kneeling; but the Lord's ^yer^Pon ^he holy ordinance 
may be omitted, if morning but say m your heart—/ iwtf 
prayer hath been said immedi- most gladly close with this 
atcly before. blessed occasion of remem* 

bering the death of my Re- 
deemer* 



THE CQMMUNIOir SERVICE. 

When the minister begins, lay aside all other books, 
and attend to the service ofthe church, than which there 
never was provided a better help to devotion. 

Our Father who art in heaven: Hallow- 
ed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
7 
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will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation ; but deliver us from evil : 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.* 



THE COLLECT. 

Almighty God, unto whom 
all hearts are open, all de 
sires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid, cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts bj 
the inspiration of thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love thee, and worthily mag- 
nify thy holy name, through 
Christ onr Lord. Amen. 

Rubrick. 
Theot shall the minister, tura< 
iDg to the people, rehearse di&-. 
tinctly the ten commandments ; 
and the people, still kneeling, 
shall, after eyery cottmfandment, 
ask God mercy for their trans< 



OBSERVATIONS. 

Because the love of God 
will make all his commands 
easy, and to be obeyed with 
cheerfulness ; we therefore 
beg of him to purify our 
hearts by faith, that we may 
love and fear him, and keep 
his commandments, upon 
which all our happiness 
depends. 



We see with what great 
■judgment these command- 
^ments were appointed to be 
^ read in this service, since 
•[by the law is the knowledge 



♦ The Lord's prayer should always be said with the greatest 
deliberation nod devotion : and especiaBy at this time, when we 
beg of God the bread which must nourish us unto life eternal, and 
all the graces necessary to obtain that invaluable blessing. 

t When it is considered how many people there are, who have 
no other way of coming to the knowledge of their duty ; it will 
appear with what great reason the priest is required to read 
these commands of God dutmctly; and how religiously |this ru- 
brick ought to be observed. 
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gressions for the time past, and 
grace to keep the law for the 
time to come, as folleweth : 



of sin : and when we are/ 
convinced in our own con- 
science, that we have not 
kept a law which is holy^ 
jwtj and goody we shall then 
see the need, and the blessing 
of a Redeemer ; and how 
earnestly we ought to beg 
God, foi; his sake, to have 
mercy upon us ; and to 
incline our hearts to keep 
these laws. . 



OBSERTATIONS AND DIRECTIONS. 

That you may obey the following com- 
ipand$ of God with cheerfulness, you ought 
to be firmly persqaded, that God, who stand- 
eth in no need of our obedience and service, 
hath given us these laws merely for our own 
good, to restrain the disorders we are subject 
to, and to hinder us from ruining ourselves. 

Consider these conpimands in this view, 
and as they are the effect of the great love 
of God for his poor creatures ; or else you 
will look upon them as a burden, and obey 
them with an upwillipg paiod. 

Prepare, therefore, to h^ar them with an 
attention and reverence suitable to him 
whose commands they are \ and then you 
will be more sensible what a blessing it is, 
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that Jesus Christ hath, bj his death, deliver* 
ed us from the curse and punishment due to 
those that break them ; haying prevailed 
with God to accept of our repentance, and 
to enable us, by his grace, to observe them 
better for the time to come. 



COMMUNION. 

Minuter, 
God spake these words 
and said, I am the Lord thj 
God : thou shalt have none 
other gods but me.* 

People, 
Lord have mercy upon 
as, and incline our hearts 
to keep this law. 



Minister. 

m Thou shalt not make tc 

thjself any graven image. 



OBSERVATIOirS. 

When you consider how 
apt every man is to have his 
idols— something which be 
admires, or loves, or fears, 
or trusts in, or adores, more 
than the God who made and 
redeemed him, you will see 
the reason and the necessity 
of this command ; and will 
most heartily beg of God to 
keep you from such idola- 
try, and that you may love 
him with all your heart, and 
above all things. 

The proneness of all na- 
tions to the vile idolatry of 



* The law of nature and right reason, being the law of man in 
the state of innocence, would still have been a sufficient guide, 
had it not been much obscured, and almost blotted out, and ren- 
dered ineffectual, bv the transgression of our first parents, and 
the wickedness of their posterity. It was then that God repub- 
lished these laws by Moses, in writing, to^awaken men, and to be 
a standing witoesfl against all such as would not consult their own 
consciences, and the law written in their hearts. 
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GOMMITNION. 

nor the likeness of any thing 
that is in heaven above, 
or in the earth beneath, 
or in the water under the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow 
down to them, nor wor- 
ship them : for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, and visit the sins 
the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, unto the third and 
fourth generation of them 
that hate me ; and show 
mercy unto thousands in 
them that love me, and keep 
my commandments. 



PeopU, 

Lord have mercy upon 
us, and incline our hearts 
to keep this law. 

Miniiier, 
Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God 
in vain : for the Lord will 
not hold him guiltless, that 
taketh his name in vain. 

People* 
Lord, have mercy upon 
us, and incline our hearts 
to keep this law. 

7* 



OBSERYATIOHS. 

making and worshipping 
imagesi and the creatures 
they represent, shows the 
absolute necessity of the 
authority of God, to prevent 
so great a sin, and contempt 
of the divine Majesty ; and 
the judgments that would 
oflfollow. 

At the same time, God 
has given us the greatest 
encouragement to obey this, 
and all his commands ; as- 
suring us, that both we and 
our children*s children shall 
reap the blessing of our obe- 
dience. 



Happy is it for the world, 
that men are restrained (as 
far as a command, and the 
fear of God, and his judg« 
ments, will restrain them) 
from profaning his name to 
idle and wicked purposes. 
Were it not for this, all rev. 
erence for oaths, and for 
Grod himself, would be lost 
among men. 
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COMMUNION. 
Minitier. 
Remember that thou keep 
holy the Sabbath-day. Six 
days shalt thou labour, and 
do all that thou hast to do ; 
but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God ; in it thou shalt do no 
manner of work, thou and 
thy son, and thy daughter, 
thy man;servant, and thy 
maid-servant, thy cattle, 
the stranger that is within 
thy gates. For in six 
the Lord made heaven 
earth, the sea, and all 
in them is ; and rested the 
seventh day: Wherefore the 
Lord blessed the seventh 
day, and hallowed it. 



and order 



days hi 
and of 
that ti, 



People. 

Lord, have mercy upon 

us, and incline our hearts 

to keep this hw. 



Xinitter. 
Honour thy father and thy 
mother, that thy days may 



OBSERVATIONS. 

When we consider how 
backward we are to learn 
our duty, how apt to forget 
it, and unwilling to put it 
in practice, we cannot but 
acknowledge the necessity 
and kindness of this com- 
mand ; which obliges every 
man, who loves and fears 
God, to keep one day in 
seven holy to the Lord ; in 
to preserve the know- 
ledge of the true God, and 
' is glorious perfections, and 
" our creation and redemp- 
ion ; that we may fear, and 
love, and adore him as we 
ought to do. The neglect 
of this duty, commanded 
from the beginning, having, 
in all probability, been the 
occasion of that deplorable 
state of ignorance and idola- 
try in the heathen world ; 
as it has been of very re- 
markable judgments upon 
many of those among Chris- 
that have profaned this day. 

And indeed to profane 
the Lord^s day, is, in a man- 
ner, to deny the God that 
made us and the world. 

The infinite mischiefs oc- 
casioned by undutiful cbil- 
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be long in the land wbich 



OBSERVATIONS. 

dren, by rebellious subjects, 



the Lord thy God givcthby unfaithful servants, and 



thee. 

"PwpU 

Lord, have mercy upon 
us, and incline our hearts 
to keep this law 



Mmitter, 
Thou shalt do no murder 

People, 
Lord, have mercy upon 
us, and incline our hearts 
to keep this law. 



by the little regard had to 
those that watch for our 
souls, show the great good- 
ness of God; who, in-order 
to prevent these evils, hath 
given this command, with a 
promise of an especial bless- 
ing to such as obey it. 

Men must be abandoned 
to all inhumanity, who do 
not acknowledge the great 
mercy of God, in forbidding 
us, upon pain of his dis. 
pleasure, to shorten our onm, 
or other mttCs lives, by wo- 
/wce, intemperance^ or by 
such eoU wage, as may 
make their lives miserable, 
and a burden to them. 



Minister* 
Thou shalt not commit 
adulteryj 

People 

Lord, have mercy upon 
us, and incline our hearts 
to keep4his law* 



If the sins of whoredom, 
impurity, and uncleanness, 
and that luxurious drunken- 
ness, and sloth, which leads 
to them had not been for- 
bidden by God himself, the 
world would have set light 
by them ; and, as bad as it 
was, would have be^n much 
more wicked. 
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COMHUNIOy. 
Minister, 
Thou shalt not steal. 

People, 
Lord, hare mercy upon 
us, and incline our hearts 
to keep this lavr. 



JUiniiter. 
Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thj neigh 
hour. 

People. 
Lord, have mercy upon 
us, and incline our hearts 
to keep this law. 



Miniiter. 
Thou shalt not covet thj 
neighbour's house ; thou 
shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour's wife ; nor his servant, 
nor his maid, nor his ox, 
nor his ass, nor any thing 
that is his. 

People. 
Lord, have mercy upon 



OBSERVATIONS. 

Every one» whose rights 
and properties have been 
invaded by violence, or 
fraud, or injustice, or thieve- 
ry, do easily see the rea- 
«o», and goodne89^ and neces" 
nty, of this law of God ; and 
therefore ought to pray most 
earnestly that it may be re- 
ligiously observed by them- 
selves and others. 

Evil-disposed people be- 
ing capable of doing the 
greatest mischief to the es- 
tates, reputations, and lives 
of their neighbours, hy false 
ocUhsy and lying stories^ God 
hath most mercifully con- 
sulted the good of mankind 
by a law forbidding them, at 
their peril, to ruin them- 
selves and others by such 
wicked ways. 

The wisdom of God and 
his goodness to us, appears 
in this command :— Laying 
a restraint upon the very 
desires of our hearts because 
this is the source and spring 
of all manner of wicked- 
ness. 

By this law he shows us, 
that all our thoughts are 
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COMMUNION. 

US, and write all these thj 
laws in our hearts, we be- 
seech thee. 

Then the Minister may tay^ 
Heax also what our Lord 
Jesus Christ saith. 

Thou Shalt love the L6rd 
thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind : This is 
the first and great command- 
ment. And the second is 
like unto it ; Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself. — 
On these two command- 
ments hang all the law and 
the prophets. 



OBSERYATIONS. 

known to, and will be^'ii%- 
td by hiro at the great day. 



Whoever considers the sad effects of men's disobe- 
dience to these laws, in the lives of idolaters, common 
swearers, profaners of the Lord's day, undutiful children, 
rebellious subjects, murderers of men's lives and reputa- 
tions, whoremongers, thieves, perjured witnesses, and 
covetous persons, and the judgments that attend them, 
will have reason to bless God, who has given us rules 
to live by ; and will most earnestly beg him to write 
and keep them in their own^, and all men's hearts. 



LET US PRAY. 



O almighty Lord, and everlasting God, 
vouchsafe, we beseech thee, to direct, sanc- 
tify and govern, both our hearts and bodies, 
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in the ways of thy laws, and in the works of 
thy commandments, that, through thy most 
mighty protection, both here and ever, we 
may be preserved, in body and soul, through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 



COMMUNION. 

Rubrick. 
Then shall be said the collect 
of the day : and immediately 
after the collect^ the minister 
shaJl read the epistle, sayiog, The 
epbtle £or, the portion of scrip- 
ture appointed for the epistle] is 
written in the — chapter of 
beginning at the — verse. And 
the epistle ended, he shall 
say, Here endeth the epistle. 
Then shall be read the gospel 
(the people all standing up) say- 
ing, The holy gospel is written in 
the -^ chapter of — ^, begin- 
wog at tbe -^ Tcna. 
Here the people shall say, 
Glory be to Ihee^ O Lord^ 
Then shall be read the Apos- 
tles* or Nicene creeds unless 
one of them hath been read im- 
mediately befora,in the moroing 
senrice. 

Then the minister shall de- 
clare unto the people what holy 
days, or fasting days, aie in the 
week fc^hwing to be observed ; 
and (if occasion be) shall notice 
be dven of the communion, and 
of ue bans of matrimony, and 
other mattere to be pwhlished* 



OBSERVATIOirS, 

We are all required to 
stand up at the reading of 
the gospel, to show, that 
we have a very particular 
respect for, and with reve-' 
rence attend to» every thing 
that was said or done by, or 
recorded of, our most bless- 
ed Lord and Master. 



The church having taken 
care that her clergy shall 
do their duty, in giving no- 
tice of such holidays, &c: 
as are to be observed ; every 
good Christian will endea- 
vour to observe them, not 
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as is the manner of thought* 
less people, in idleness and 
intemperance ; but in going 
to church and praising God 
for his mercies vouchsafed 
us in Jesus Christ, and for 
his holy apostles, by whose 
labours we were brought 
from the power of satan 
unto God. 
Kubrick. 

' Then shall follow the sermon :i If you hear the sermon 
after which, the minister, when' jti,. ^ religious attention, 

begin the offertory, saying one posed to receive the sacra- 
or more of these sentences fol- ment worthily, 
lowing, as he thinketh most con- JVeww say secretly: I will 
rement. igjye ^s I am able, accord- 

ing to the blessing of the 
Lord my God, which he has 
given me. And when you 
give your alms, say, Lord, 
pardon all my vain ex. 
penses ; and accept of this 
testimony of my gratitude, 
for what I have received 
from thee. 

O heavenly Father, give 
us all grace, that we may 
honour thee, both in our 
lives and by our alms^ and 
that thou may est be glorified 
by those that receive them. 
Magnify the power of thy 
grace, O God, upon us, in 



Let your light so shine be* 
fore men, that they may see 
your good works, and glo- 
rify your Father which is 
in heaven. St. Matt. v. 16. 

Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where 
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COMMUVIOIf. 

moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and Yitiere thieves break 
through and steal : but lay 
up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither am/ 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal. St. 
Matt. vi. 19,20, 



Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, 
even so do to them ; for this 
is the law and the prophets 
St. Matt. vii. 12. 



May this rule of eternal 

, justice be ever present with 

us, that neither self-love, nor 

interest, may lead us to 

transgress it. 



Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom 
heaven; but be that doeth 
the will of my Father which 
is in heaven. St. Matt. vii. 
21. 



Zaccheus stood forth, and 
said unto the Lord, Behold 
Lord, the half of my goods 
I give to the poor ; and if I 
have done any wrong to 
any man, I restore four- fold. 
St. Luke xix. 8. 



Who goeth a warfare at 
any time at his own cost ? 
Who planteth a vineyard 



OBSERVATIONS. 

freeing our souls from the 
love of riches. That we 
may have the greatest part 
of our treasure in heaven; 

that our hearts may 6«« 
there also. 



Grant, O God, that we 
may never build our hopes 
ofjof salvation upon an out 
ward profession only, withl 
out a life of holiness and 
good works. 



If thou, O God, gives 
me ability, give me a heart, 
to be both just and chari- 
table, that thou may est say 
unto me as thou didst un« 
to this publican. Salvation 
is come to thine house. 



Shall the soldier^ the hus' 
bandman, and the shepherd, 
all have their wages, and 



Aifc:-^ 



A^ 



OF THE lord's SUPPER. 



85 



COMMUNION. 

and eateth not of the fruit % 
thereof? Or who feedeth a 
flock, and eateth not of the 
milk of the flock ? 1 Cor. 
ix. ?• 

If we have sown unto 
you spiritual things, is it a 
great matter, if we shall 
reap your worldly things ? 
1 Cor. ix. i I . 



OBSERVATIONS. 

ministers, only, O Jesus, 
be grudged theirs ? God for- 
bid ! Vouchsafe unto me, 
and to all Christians, a bet- 
ter mind, I beseech thee. 

May the good Spirit of 
God bless the heavenly seed 
sown by his ministers, that 
both they and we may reap 
the fruit of their labour. 



Since thou, O Jesus, hast 
ordained this, far be it from 
me to envy or to deprive thy 
servants of the right which 



Do ye not know, that 
they who minister about ho- 
ly things, live of the sacri- 
fice ; and they who wait at 
the altar, are partakers with thou hast given them, 
the altar ? even so hath the 
Lord also ordained, that 
they who preach the gospel, 
should live of the gospel. 
1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. 



He that soweth little, 
shall reap little ; and he 
that soweth plenteously, 
shall reap plenteously. Let 
every man do according 
he is disposed in his heart ; 
not grudgingly, or of neces- 
sity ; for God loveth 
cheerful giver. 2 Cor. ix. 
6,7. 

8 



It will be our own fault, 
if we reap not a plentiful 
crop. 

Let us proportion our 

aslalms to our ability, lest we 

provoke God to proportion 

. his blessings to our alms.*' 

a Bishop Beveridge. 
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COMMUNION. 

Let bim that is taught in 
the word, minister unto him 
that teacheth, in all good 
things. Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked : for 
whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he reap. Gal 
vi. 6, 7. 



OBSERVATIONS. 

There is nothing, O God, 
which we can give to thy 
ministers, equal to the bless- 
ings which we receive from 
them, who minister unto, us 
the means of grace and 
salvation. 



While we have time, let 
us do good unto all men 
and especially unto them 
that are of the household o 
faith. Gal. vi. 10. 



Blessed be God, that I 

have yet lime ! Lord, give 

me a heart to do good, be- 

i fore the night comethy when 

no man can work. 



Godliness is great riches, 
if a man be content with 
that he hath : for we brought 
nothing into this world, nei- 
ther may we carry any thing 
out, 1 Tim. vi. 6, 7. 



Give me, O God, a pious 
and a contented mind ; and, 
for the rest, thy will be done. 



Charge them who are rich 
in this world, that they be 
ready to give, and glad to grace 
distribute ; laying up in 
store for themselves a good 
foundation against the time 
to come, that they may at- 
tain eternal life. 1 Tim 
17, 18, 19. 



VI 



God is not unrighteous, 
that he will forget your 
works, and labour that pro< 



Bless God, ye that have 
riches, if he has given you 
and power to give 
them with a liberal hand, 
and cheerful heart, without 
which they will be the oc- 
casion of certain ruin. 



My God, we have nothing 
but what is thine ; and yet 
thou makest thyself a debtor 
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ceedeth of love ; which love to us, for what we give to 
ye have showed for h'lsihypoor and to thy ministers, 
name's sake who have min- How great is this goodness I 
istered unto the saints, and 
yet do minister. Heb, vi. 
10. 



To do good, and to distri 
bute, forget not ; for with 
such sacrifices God is well 
pleased. Heb. xiii. 16. 



May our prayers, and our 
alms, go up /before thee, O 
God ! and graciously accept 
them for Jesus Christ*s sake. 



Whoso hath this world's 
good, and seeth his brother 
have need, dnd shutteth up 
his compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love 
God in him? 1 Jobniii. 17. 



Yhou, O God, canst sup- 
port all thy poor, without 
our assistance ; but it is by 
them that thou triest our 
or faith, and our love for thee. 



Give alms of thy goods, 
and never turn thy face from 
any poor man ; and then 
the face of the Lord shall 
not be turned away from 
thee. Tob. iv. 7. 



Be 



merciful after thy 
power. If thou hast much, 
give plenteously. If thou 
hast little, do thy diligence 
gladly to give of that little 
for so gatherest thou thyselflaccordingly 
a good reward in the day of 
necessity. Tob. iv. 8, 9. 



Give me, O Lord, a true 
compassion for the miseries 
of others, that thou mayest 
have compassion on me, at 
the great day. 



I thank thee, O God, that 
thou judgest not by the 
greatness of the gift, but by 
the heartf and the ability of 
the giver; and wilt reward 
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He that hath pitj upon 
the pour, lendeth unto the 
Lord: and look, what he 
layeth out, it shall be paid 
him again. Prov. xix. 17. 

Blessed be the man that 
provideth for the sick and 
needy : the Lord shall de 
liver him in the time 
trouble. Psalm zlj. 1. 



OBSERVATIONS. 

To thy account, O God, 
I place my charity to the 
poor thou sendest unto me; 
and I know that I shall be 
no loser. 

Keep me, O God from all 
idle and vain expenses, that 
I may cdwayt have to give 

him that needeth. At 
the hour of deaths and in the 
day of judgmtnty good Lord 
deliver me. 



of to 



Rubrick. 
Whilfit these sentences are 
reading, the deacons, church- 
wardens, or other fit persons ap- 
pointed for that purpose, shaH 
receive the alms for the poor, 
and other devotions of the peo- 
ple, in a decent basin, to be pro< 
vided by the perish for that 
purpose ; and reverently bring 
it to the priest, who shall hum- 
bly present and [dace it upon the 
holy table. 



And* the priest shall then 
place upon the table so much 
bread and wine as he shall think 
sufficient. After which done, 
shall say, 



You will now have the 
comfort of seeing your alms 
presented unto God by hts 
minister, in order to bring 
down his blessing upon 
yourself, and upon the rest 
of your substance and la* 
hours according as you have 
been a niggardly or a cheer- 
fid giver. 



The priest now, and not 
till this time, placeth the 
"^ bread and wtne upon the 
Lord's table, in the sight of 
the communicants, as a pub- 
lick acknowledgment, that 
our lives and whatever is 



* If ibis rubrick is not strictly observed, as in many places 
it is not, the intent of the church is defeated, and a very instruc- 
tive circumstance is omitted. 



Let us pray for the whole 
stale of Christ's church 
militant. 
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necessary for their preser- 
vation, are owing to the 
gift of God. 

We are now going to ex- 
ercise another and most ex- 
tensive branch of Christian 
charity towards the whole 
church of Christ; which you 
should seriously attend to, 
that you may add (secretly) 
amen to every petition. 

Almighty and everliving God, who, by 
thy holy apostle, hast taught us to make 
prayers and supplications, and to give thanks 
for all men: We humbly beseech thee most 
mercifully [*to accept our alms and obla- 
tions, and] to receive these our prayers, 
which we offer unto thy divine Majesty; 
beseeching thee to inspire continually the 
universal church with the spirit of truth, 
unity and concord : and grant that all those 
who do confess thy holy name, may agree m 
the truth of thy holy word, and live in unity 
and godly love. We beseech thee, also, so to 
direct and dispose the hearts of all Christian 
rulers, that they may truly and impartially 
administer justice, to the punishment of 

* If there be no alms or oblations, then shall the words [to 
accept our alms and oblations, and] be left unsaid. 

8* 
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wickedness and vice, and to the maintenance 
of thy true religion and virtue. Give grace, 
O heavealj Father, to all bishops, and other 
ministers; that they may, both by their 
life and doctrine, set forth thy true and live- 
ly word, and rightly and duly administer thy 
holy sacraments. And to all thy people 
give thy heavenly grace ; and especially to 
this congregation here present ; that with 
meek heart, and due reverence, they may 
hear and receive thy holy word ; truly serv- 
ing thee in holiness and righteousness all the 
days of their life. And we most humbly 
beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to 
comfort and succour all those who, in this 
tran^tory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, 
dickness, or any other adversity. And we 
also bless thy holy name, for all thy servants 
departed this life in thy faith and fear ; be- 
seeching thee to give us grace so to follow 
their good examples, that with them we may 
be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom; 
Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, 
only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 



COifMUNION. 

Rubrick. 
When the mioister giveth 
warning for the celebration of 
the holy communion (which he 



OBSERVATIONS. 

If you seriously attend to 
the following exhortations 
or warnings, you will learn 



OF THE JjORD's SUPPER. 



91 



shall always do upon the Sao- 
daj) or some holy-day, imme- 
diately preceding) he shall read 
this exhortation following t or 
so much thereof as, in his discre- 
tion, he may think convenient. 



OfiSERrAtlOKd. 

what you ought to do, in 
order to be a worthy com- 
municant. 

And you would do well 
to read them over again, 
when you return home, that 
you may fix them in your 
memory, and that they may 
be a standing rule to go by 
through your whole life. 



Dearly *beloved, on- 
day next, I purpose, through 
God's assistance, to admin- 
ister to all such as shall be 
religiously and devoutly 
disposed, the most comfort 
able sacrament of the body 
and blood of Christ ; to be 
by them received, in re- 
membrance of his merito- 
rious cross and passion; 
whereby alone we obtain 
remission of our sins, and 
are made partakers of the 
kingdom of heaven. Where 
fore it is T)ur duty to render 



Believe it for a certain 
truth, that such as are not 
religiously disposed to go to 
this ordinance, are unquali- 
fied to ask or receive any 
blessing or favour from God. 

That therefore you may 
lay hold of every occasion 
offerred you— consider se- 
riously what you are called 
to. 

First, to obey an express 
command of Jesus Christ, 
by whom alone you can 
hope for salvation. 



* When it is considered how many poor Christians there are, 
who have little or no other means of coming to the knowled|;e 
of this ordinance, and the manner of preparing themselves for it, 
but by what they learn from hearing these exhortations ; every 
pastor will think himself obliged in conscience, and as be values 
the edification of his flock, to read these exhortations with the 
greaieti ddiberation^ knd with an aflection that shall etven force 
the attention of his hearers. 
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most bumble and bearty 
thanks to almighty God, 



our heavenly Father, for him; and to join with his 



that he hath given his Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
not only to die for us, but 
also to be our spiritual food 
and sustenance in that holy 
sacrament. Which ' being 
so divine and comfortable a 
thing to them who receive il 
worthily, and so dangerous 
to those who will presume 
to receive it unworthily ; 
my duty is to exhort you, 
in the mean season, to con 
sidef the dignity of that ho- 
ly mystery, and the great 
peril of the unworthy re- 
ceiving thereof; and so to 
search and examine your 
own consciences, (and that 
not lightly, and after the 
manner of dissemblers with 
God ; but so) that ye may 
come holy and clean to such 
a heavenly feast, in the mar 
riage garment required by 
God in holy scripture, and 
be received as worthy par- 
takers of that holy table. 

The way and means 
thereto is, First to examine 
your lives and conversations 



OBSERVATIONS . 

Secondly, to testify to 
the world, that you belong to 



by th^ rule of God's com-|giving, &c 



faniilyy in order to recount 
and acknowledge the most 
inestimable blessing which 
he hath purchased for bis 
church. 

And, thirdly, to devote 
yourself to him, and to his 
service, who is continually 
interceding for all such as 
go unto God by him. 

And very many will be 
the benefits of embracing 
every occasion that is offer- 
ed you. 

You will not easily fall 
into a state of sin and secu- 
rity, being so often put in 
mind of the danger of go- 
ing carelessly and unpre- 
pared. 

You hear in what a good 
preparation consists. In 
confessing your sins to al- 
mighty God, with full pur- 
pose of amendment of life ; 
in exercising the duties of 
charity ; in giving and for- 



OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 



d3 



COMMUNION 

mandments ; and wherein- 
soever ye shall perceive 
yourselves to have offended, 
either by will, word, or deed, 
there to bewail your own 
sinfulness, and to confess 
yourselves to almighty God, 
with full purpose of amend 
ment of life. And if ye 
shall perceive your offences 



OBSEftYATIOKS. 

All which being done in 
obedience to the command 
of Christ, must needs be 
acceptable to the divine Ma- 
jesty, and, in time, gain you 
all those graces, which you 
can desire or stand m need 
of. 

And for your comfort, re- 
member, that if you are 



against God, but also against 
your neighbours, then ye 
shall reconcile yourselves 
unto them ; being ready to 
make restitution and satis- 
faction according to the ut. 



to be such as are not on\y prepared^ as you ought to 



be, for this sacrament^ you 
are prepared for deaih and 
for a blessed eternity. 

Consider how many there 
are, who, to their sorrow, 
are deprived o{ this means 



termost of your powers, for of gracq and salvation : And 
all injuries and wrongs done how many, through a most 
by you to any other ; and stupid ignorance and negli- 
being likewise ready to for- gence, deprive themselves of 



give others who have offend, 
ed you, as ye would have 



it : And you cannot but 
give God thanks, both for 



forgiveness of your offences the opportunities which he 



at God^s hand : for otherwise 
the receiving of the holy 



affords you, and for the 
graces he gives you, by 



communion doth nothing else your resolving to close with 

but increase your condem- them. 

nation. Therefore if any 

of you be a blasphemer of 

God, a hinderei^or slander 

er of his word, an adulterer, 

or be in malice or envy, or 

in any other grievous crime; 

repent ye of your sins, or 



But still take care, that 
you go not with an evil 
conscience, as Judas did; 
with any bad design or mal- 
ice in your heart ; or while 
you live and resolve to die 
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else come not to that holy 
table. 

And because it is requi- 



OBSERVATIONS. 

in any known sin unrepent- 
ed of. Or, 

Lastly, without fully pur- 



site that no man should.posing, throiigh the grace 
come to the holy commu-jof God, to lead a life be- 
nion, but with a full trust in coming a Christian. 
God's mercy, and with a] Consider therefore the 
quiet conscience ; therefore,'great hazard you run of go- 
if there be any of you, whojing to the sacrament, while 
by this means cannot quiet'ybu live in any known sin : 
his own conscience herein, 'you will provoke God to 



but requireth further com< 
fort or counsel ; let him 
come to me, or to some oth- 
er minister of God's word, 
and open his grief; that he 
may receive such godly 
counsel and advice, as may 
tend to the quieting of his 
conscience, and the remov- 
ing of all scruple and doubt- 
fulness. 



leave you to yourself, and 
to that evil spirit, who is 
continually seeking whom 
he may be permitted to 
devour. 

Do not despise so kind an 
offer as the minister of God 
now makes you, if you have 
any doubt upon your spirits, ,. 
the advantage being greater ^ 
than you can at present im- 
agine. 

You will give him an op- 
portunity of convincing you 
of sins, which, perhaps, you 
were not before aware of, 
and which may rise in 
judgment against you ; or 
clearing up some doubts 
which might proceed from 
a disordered mind or state of 
health rather than from an 
evil conscience. 
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Rubrick. 
Or, io case he shall see the 
people negligent to come to the 
holy communion, instead of the 
former, he shall use this exhor- 
tation. 



OBSERVATIONS. 

And do Dot entertain a 
thought so injurious to the 
merciful promise of your 
Saviour to the pastors of his 
church, St. John, xx. 23, or 
imagine, that the absolution 
given by his minister, allter 
he hath inquired into the 
fnoUves and manner of your 
repentance, according to 
the rules of the gospel, do 
not imagine, that this will 
be of no avail to the health 
of your soul, and to the 
comfort of your mind. 



No minister of God must 
say, that he cannot get such 
a convenient number as the 
rubrick requires to com- 
municate with him, as often 
as he himself is disposed, 
until he can truly say, that 
he has applied to his people 
more than once, in the 
words of this exhortation ; 
and until he has begged of 
God to touch their hearts 
with a sense of their duty 
and danger, as he promises, 
and will not fail to do, con- 
sidering how very much de- 
pends upon so sacred and 
saving an ordinance. 



96 



THE ADimnSTRATION 



GOMMirvioir. 
Dearlj beloved brethren, 
on — I intend, by God's 
grace, to celebrate the 
Lord's supper ; unto which, 
in God's behalf, I bid you 
all who are here present; 
and beseech jou for the 
Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
that je will not refuse to 
come thereto, being so lov- 
ingly called and bidden by 
God himself. Ye know 
how grievous and unkind a 
thing it is, when a man hath 
prepared a rich feast, deck- 
ed his table with all kinds 
of provision, so that there 
lacketh nothing but the 
guests to sit down ; and yet 
they who are cdlied (with- 
out any cause) most un 
thankfully refuse to oome. 
Which of you in such a 
case would not be moved ? 
Who would not think a 
great injury and wrong done 
unto him ? Wherefore, most 



PIOUS REFLECTIONS. 

When the tender love of 
God will not prevail with 
Christians to consider their 
ways, they will learn from 
this exhortation, what they 
must expect from the despis- 
ed ^ers of mercy. 

Say therefore to yourself. 
Why am I so earnestly, so 
lovingly invited? why is 
my pastor, why is the 
church, so much concerned 
for my going to the Lord's 
supper? Is it not because 
she knows, that this is the 
most acceptable way of 
serving €rod, of securing his 
favour and my own salva- 
tion ? 

Is it not because she 
would have me to look into 
the state of my soul, as I 
must do before I go to this 
sacrament, that I may not 
live in the way of ruin, till . 
I am surprised by death, 
and utterly unprepared for 



-dearly beloved in Christ, the account I must give ? 
take ye good heed, lest Shall my Saviour's and 
ye, withdrawing yourselves his minister's Uroe and care 
from this holy supper, be lost upon me ?•— Is this 



provoke God's indignation 
against you. It is an easy 
matter for a man to say, I 
will not communicate, be* 



the way to show my thank- 
fulness for the mercies I 
hope for on account of bis 
death ? 



OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 



97 



COMMUNION. I PIOUS REFLECTIONS. 

cause I am otherwise hin-j Is Ae the better for my 
dered with worldly business, services ? or do I not, in- 
But such excuses are not so deed, serve myself most, 
easily accepted, and allowed, when I' obey his commands^ 
before God. If any manjand accept of his invita- 
say, lam a grievous sinner,! tion ? 
and therefore am afraid to They that are whole, in- 
come : wherefore then doideed, need not a physician : 



ye not repent and amend ? 
When God calleth you, are 
ye not ashamed to say, ye 
will not come ? When ye 
should return to God, will 
ye excuse yourselves, and 
*2i7» ye are not ready ? 
Consider earnestly with 
yourselves, how little such 
feigned excuses will avail 
before God. Those who 
refused the feast in the gos- 
pel, because they had 
bought a farm, or would try 
their yokes of oxen, or be 
cause they were married, 
were not so excused, but 
counted unworthy of the 
4icavenly feast. Wherefore, 
according to mine office, I 
bid you in the name of God, 
I call you in Christ^s be 
half, I exhort you, as ye 
love your own salvation. 



but dare I say this is my 
case ? when I so sensibly 
feel the corruption of tnyria' 
ture, and how much I stand 
in need of help. 

Must I be invitedy entreat' 
ed, compelled, to give God 
thanks for the greatest bless* 
ings he ever bestowed on 
men ? and to lay hold on 
the only means of making 
my peace with him ? 

Doth it repent me, that I 
was dedicated to God in 
baptism ? 

How shall I tremble, if 
I should be required to re* 
nounce my Saviour, and all 
my hopes in bis death ? 

What can be more like 
it, than frequently turning 
my back upon this ordinance 
when I am invited ? 

How many tears did it 



that ye will be partakers of cost St. Peter, for saying, 
this holy communion. And that he was not Christ*s dis- 
AS the Son of God did|ciple ! will it be accounted 
9 
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voucbsafie to yield up his 
soul bj death upon the 
cross, for your salvation 
so it is your duty to receive 
the communiou in remeni' 
brance of the sacrifice of his 
death, as be himself hath 
cominanded : Which if ye 
shall iieglect to do, consider 
with yourselves^ how great 
Is your ingratitude to God, 



PIOUS iLEFLECTTONS. 

a le$s crime in me to deny 
him in deed^ by refusing to 
join myself with his disci- 
ples? 

What if this should be 
the Icut opportunity that 
God will vouchsafe uie ? 
this having been the case of 
many before me. 

Can I expect to be re- 
ceived, after so many tmlful 



and how sore punishment negZect^, when 1 am com 



hangeth over your heads for 



abstain from the Lord's ta- 
ble, and separate from your 
brethren who come to feed 
on the banquet of that most 



things if ye earnestly con 
sider, ye will by God's 
grace, return to a 
mind ; for the obtaining 
whereof we shall not cease 
to make our humble peti 
tions unto almighty ' 
#ar heavenly Father. 



God, 



pelled by death to flee to 



the same, when ye wilfully Jesus Christ for help and 



comfort, when I shall most 
stand in need of it ? 

Let me consider what I 
am invited to : to thank my 



heavenly food. Th^se Saviour for my redemption : 



to engage him to be my 
Advocate with God for my 
better parcion: to declare my love 
and charity Hot all mankind, 
which he has been so good 
as to redeem : and to de- 
clare my resolutions of liv- 
ing as becomes a Christian. 
'Tis true, I am unworthy 
(and who is not of himself 
unworthy of God's mercy ?) 
and so am afraid of going 
unprepared ■; but then I will 
consider, that these very 
fears of offending God are 
some degree of preparation ; 
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Kubrick. 
At the time of the celebratioD 
of the commanioo, the priest 
shall say this exhortation. 



PIOUS REFLECTIONS. 

and to refuse when 1 am 
invited, will but increase my 
guilt. 

I will therefore go, that 
I may obtain grace to be 
better prepared, every time 
I have an opportunity of 
going to this sacrament. 



Dearly beloved in the 
Lord, ye who mind to come 
to the holy communion of 
the body and blood ol 
our Saviour Christ, must 
consider how St. Paul ex 
horteth all persons diligent 
ly to try and examine them- 
selves, before they presume 
to eat of that bread, and 
drink of that cup. For as 
the benefit is great, if with 
a true penitent heart and 
lively faith we receive that 
holy sacrament ; so is the 
danger great, if we receive 
the same unworthily. Judge 
therefore yourselves, breth- 
ren, that ye be not judged 
of the Lord ; repent ye tru 
ly for your sins past ; have 
a lively and steadfast faith in 
Christ our Saviour ; amend 



If you seriously attend 
to the following exhortation, 
you will be better able to 
judge how well you are 
prepared : you will see tho 
ybenefits you may depend on 
fby a worthy preparation, 
and the evU$ you expose 
yourself to, by going rash- 
ly, or out of mere custom, 
to this holy sacrament. 



Directions and Devotions. 

Here say secretly^ May it 
be according to this word to 
me, and to ev^ry soul here 
present ! 

Suffer us not, O God, to 
draw this danger upon our- 
selves, by going presumptui 
ously to thy holy table. 

I am indeed a miserable 
sinner : God be merciful 
unto me ! 

I believe ; Lord, increase 
my faith. 
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jour lives, and be in per 
feet charity with all men : 
so shall ye be meet partak. 
ers of those holy mysteries. 
And above all things, ye 
must give most bumble and 
hearty thanks to God the 
Father, the Son, and the 



DIRECTIONS AND OBVOTIOKS. 



Blessed be the glorious 



Holy Ghost, for the redemp- Trinity for our redemption, 
lion of the world by the 



In these thy sufferings, O 
Jesus, I see the punishment- 
due to sinners. 



death and passion of our 
Saviour Christ, both God 
and man ; who did humble 
himself, even to the death 
upon the cross, for us mise 
Table sinners, who lay in 
darkness and the shadow of 
death ; that he might make 
us the children of God, and 
exalt us to everlasting life 
And to the end that we 
should always remember the 
exceeding great love of our 
Master and only Saviour 
Jesus Christ, thus dying for selves and tb6e 
us, and the innumerable be 
nefits which by his precious 
blood-shedding he bath ob- 
tained for us, he hath in- 
stituted and ordained holy 
mysteries, as pledges of his 
love, and for a continual 
remembrance of his death, to 
ourgreat and endless comfort 



Blessed be thy holy name, 
for this instance of thy love 
and concern for sinners, lest 
they should forget them- 



May I never forget this 
invaluable blessing ! May I 
never neglect this way of 
preserving the remembrance 
of it! 
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To him, therefore, with 
the Father and the Holjr 
Ghost, let us give (as we 
are tnost bounden) continual 
thanks ; submitting ourselves 
whollj to his holy will and 
pleasure, and studying to 
serve him in true holiness 
and righteousness, all the 
days of our life. Amen. 

Rubrick. 

Then shall the priest say to 

th<we who come to receive the 

holy communioiii 



Ye who do truly and ear- 
nestly repent you of your 
sins, and are in love and cha. 
rity with your neighbours, 
and intend to lead a new life, 
following the commandments grace of God, to do. 
of God, and walking from 
henceforth in his holy ways 
draw near with faith, and 
take this holy sacrament to 
your comfort; and make 
your humble confession to 
almighty God, devoutly 
kneeling. 



Rubrick. 
Then shall this general con 
fessioo be made, bj the priest 
and all those who are minded to 
receive the holy communion^ 
humbly kneeling. 

9* 
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I do sincerely repent, and 
I am sorry for my sins. 

I forgive, as I hope to be 
forgiven. 

This I purpose, by the 



May it be to mine, and 
to the comfort of every soul 
here present. 



Observation. 
This most excellent /orm 
ofconfesnon may be made 
use of in private, by every 
one who is preparing himself 
for this sacrament. 
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Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men; 
we acknowledge and bewail our manifold 
sins and wickedness, which we from time to 
time most grievously have committed, by 
thought, word, and deed, against thy divine 
Majesty ; provoking most justly thy wrath and 
indignation against us. We do earnestly re- 
pent, and are heartily sorry for these our 
misdoings; the remembrance of them is 
grievous unto us ; the burden of them is in- 
tolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Father ; for thy Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all 
that is past ; and grant, that we may ever 
hereafter serve and please thee in newness 
of life, to the honour and clory of thy name^ 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



COMMUNION. 

Rubrick. 

Then shall the priest (the 

bishop, if he be present) stand 

up, and turning to the people, 

say, 

Aimigbty God, our hea- 
Tenly Father, who of his 
great mercy hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those 
who with beartj repentance 
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and true faith turn unfo him, 
have mercy upon you ; par- 
don and deliver you from 
all your sins ; confirm and 
strengthen you in all good- 
ness ; and bring you to ever- 
lasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 



DEVOTIONS. 



May this pardon, O God, 
rest upon my soul, and seal 
the forgiveness of all my 
sins. 



Then flball the priest say, 

Hear* what comfortable words our Sa- 
viour Christ saith unto all who truly turn to 
him. 



COMMUNION. 

Come unto me, all ye 
that travel and are heavy 
laden, and I will refresh 
you. St. Matt. xi. 28. 

So God loved the world, 
that he gave his only begot 
ten Son, to the end that all 
that believe in him should 
not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. St. John iii. 16 

Hear also what St. Paul 

saith. 

This is a true saying, and 



DEVOTIONS. 

Make me, O Jesus, truly 
sensible of my sad conditiony 
that I may more gladly go 
to thee for help. 

I believe ; Lord, increase 
my faith, that 1 may ever 
love and obey thee, who 
hadst such love and concern 
for me ta save me from 
perishing. 



I receive this truth, O 



• These most comfortable words should always be read with 
great deliberatioD, that the people may have time to reflect 
upoD them; and to apply them every oue to the comfort of 
Us own soul ; and to prevent all unreasonable fears and doubts 
of God's gracious pardon and acceptance. 
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COMMUNION, 
worthy of all men to be 
received, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save 
sinners. 1 Tim. i. 15. 



DEVOTIONS. 

Lord, with a thankful heart. 
O let not that compassion 
be lost upon me» which 
moved thee to come into the 
world to save sinners. 



Hear also what St. John 
saith. 

If an J man sin, we have 
anAdvocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous ; 
and he is the propitiation 
for our sins. 1 John ii. 1, 2 



I have sinned, O blessed 
Advocate ; and do therefore 
put my cause into thy hands; 
that bj ihy blood, and merits, 
and powerful intercession, 
thou mayest procure my 
pardon. 



COMMUNION. 

After which the priest shall proceed, saying, 

Lift up your hearts. 
Jlnsw. We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Priest Let us give thanks unto our Lord 
God. 

jlnsw. It 19 meet and right so to do. 

Then shall the priest turn to the Lord^s table, and say. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden 
duty, that we should at all times, and in all 

E laces, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, [*ho- 
j Father,] almighty, everlasting God. 

* These words [holy Father,] must be omitted on Trinity 
Stinday. 



^ U 
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Here shall follow the proper preface, according to the time, 
if there be any specially appointed ; or else immediately shall 
be said or suog by the priest and people, 



COMMUNION. 

Therefore with angels 
and archangels, and wiib all 
the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify thy glori 
ousnaine; evermore praising 
thee, and saying, Holy , holy, 
holy, Lord God of hosts, hea 
ven and earth are full of thy 
glory : Glory be to thee, 
O Lord most high. Amen. 



DIRECTIONS AND DEVOTIONS. 

If this form of praising 
the most high God were 
oftener in Christians* mouths 
than it is, it would most 
certainly render them more 
worthy both to join in this 
service here, and in heaven, 
with the angels of God, 
hereafter. 



Proper prefaces. 

Upon Christmas-day, and seven 
days aAer. . 

Because thou didst give 
Jesus Christ, thine only Son, 
to be born as at this time 
for us; who, by the operation 
of the Holy Gbost, was made 
very man, of the substance 
of the virgin Mary his 
mother; and that without 
spot of sin, to make us 
clean from all sin : There 
fore with angels, &c. 

Upon Easter-day, and seven 
days after. 

But chiefly are we bound 
to praise thee for the glorious 



These short prayers foUowing 
may be made tiee of in 
your private devotions, 
either in church or at 
home. 

Form in me, O God, by 
the power of the same Spirit, 
all the graces and virtues 
which thy holy Son came 
to teach us, when he clothed 
himself voith our fleshy in 
order to restore us to thy 
favour, and to fit us for 
heaven. 



May that all-powerful 
Spirit, which raised up J esQS 
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COMMUNION. 

resurrection of ihy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord : for he is 
the yery Paschal Lamb, 
which was offered for us 
and hath taken away the 
sin of the world ; who by 
his death hath destroyed 
death, and, by his rising to 
life again, hath restored to 
us everlasting life : There- 
fore with angels, &c. 



PEVOTIONS. 

our Lord from the dead, 
raise me from the death of 
8in unto Uu life of righteous* 
ness ; that living in thy fa- 
vour, I may die in peace, 
and rest in hope of a blessed 
resurrection. 



Upon Ascension-daj, and seven 
daj8 after. 

Through thy most dearly 
beloved Son JesuB Christ 
our Lord ; who, after his 
most glorious resurrection, 
manifestly appeared to all 
his apostles, and in their 
sight ascended up into hea- 
Ten, to prepare a place for 
us ; that where he is, thither 
we might also ascend, and 
jeign with him in glory 
Therefore with angels, &c 

Upon Wliitsunday, and six days 
after. 

Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord ; according to whose 
most true promise, the Holy 



St. John xii. 26. Where I 
amy there also shall my 
servant be. 

Give me, O God, such a 
lively faith in this promise, 
as may influence my TsnU, 
my hearty and life ;— that, 
devoting myself entirely to 
thy service y and following 
the holy example of thy 
Son, I may, through his 
merits and mediation, be 
made eternally happy. 



I adore thy goodness and 
mercy, O God, for the in- 
valuable blessing of the 



Ghost came down as at this gospel, established in the 
time from heaven, with ajworld by the power of the 
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COfiCMUNION. 

sudden great sound, as it 
had been a mighty wind, in 
the likeness of fierv tongues, 
lighting upon the apostles, 
to tec^ them, and to lead 
them to all truth ; giving delus 
them both the gift of divers 
languages, and also boldness o[ s^tain 
with fervent zeal, constantly 
to preach the gospel unto 
all nations ; whereby we 
have been brought out of 
darkness and errour^ into the 
clear light and true know- 
ledge of thee, and of thy 
Son JesusChrist : Therefore 
with angels, &c. 



DEVOTIONS. 

Holy Ghost. May the same 
good Spirit sancttfy, govern^ 
and preserve this church ! 
Keep all her members from 
the spirit of errour and 
ion ! Guard her faith 
against the restless attempts 
and his agents : and 
lead us all in the way of 
life eternal, through Jesus 
Christ dir Lord. Amen. 



Upon the feast of Trinity only 
may be said, 

Who art one God, one 
Lord ; not one only person, 
but three persons in one 
substance : for that which 
we believe of the glory 
the Father, the same we 
believe of the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, without 
any difference or inequality: 
Therefore with angels, &c 



O eternal God, who hast 
manifested thyself to us 
Christians, by thy mighty 
love to lost mankind ; accept 

' my devoutest thanks, O 
Father, for sending thy Son 
redeem us ; for thy com- 
passion, O Jesus, in laying 
down thy life for us ; and 
for thy grace, Holy Ghost, 
to make us fit objects of thy 

divine mercy. 



of of 



of to 
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COMMUNION. 

Or else this may be said, the 
words [holy Father] being re- 
tained in the introductory ad- 
dress. 

For the precious death 
and merits of thj Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, and for the 
sending to us of the Holj 
Ghost the Comforter ; who 
are one with thee in thy 
eternal Godhead : ^ There- 
fore with angels, &c. 



DEVOTIONS. 



Kubrick. 
Then shall the priest, kneeling 
down at the Lord^s table, say, 
in the name of all those who 
shall receive the communion, 
this prayer following: 



When the priest acknow- 
ledges, in the following 
humble form, his own and 
the communicants' unwor^ 
thtnesa, and God's unmerited 
kindness in admitting them 
to his table ; make this act 
of humility your <yam^ hy 
attending to it most devoutly. 



COMMUNION. 



We do not presume to come to this thy 
table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy table. But 
thou art the same Lord, whose property is 
always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, 
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gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by 
his body, and our souls washed through his 
most precious blood, and that we may ever- 
more dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 



COMMUNION' 

Kubrick. 
When tbe priest, standingli/ei 
before the table^ bath ao ordered 
the bread and wine^ that be may 
with the more reaifoiess and 
decency break the bread before 
the people, and take the cup 
into his hands; be shall say 
the prayer of consecration, as 
followeth : 



DIRECTIOXS. 



re there will he a decent 
pause, when you will have 
time privately to fffer this 
short prayer for yourself y 
and for aU present : 

The good Lord pardon 
mc, and every one here 
present, who hath prepared 
bis heart to seek the Lord, 
though he be not cleansed 
according to the purification 
of the sanctuary. 2 Chron. 
XXX. 18, 19. 

COMMUNION, 

All glory be to thee, almighty God, our 
heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender 
-mercy, didst give thine only Son Jeisus Christ 
to suffer death upon the cross for our re- 
demption; who made there (by his one ob- 
lation of himself once offered) a full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfac* 
tion, for the sins of the whole world ; and 
10 
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did institute, and in his holy gospel command 
us to continue a perpetual memory of that 
his precious death and sacrifice until his 
coming again : for in the night in which he 
was betrayed, (a) he took bread ; and when 
he. had given thanks, (b) he brake it, and 
gave it to his disciples, sajing. Take, eat, 
(c) this is my body, which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. Likewise 
after supper (d) he took the cup ; and when 
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
^ saying, Drink ye all of this, for (e) this is 
toy blood, of the new testament, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the remission 
of sins : do this as oft as ye shall drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 

THE OBLATION. 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, 
according to the institution of thy dearly 
beloved Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, we, 
thy humble servants, do celebrate and make 
here before thy divine majesty, with these 

(a) Here the priest is to take the paten into his bands, 
(b) And here to break the bread, (c) And here to lay 
his hands upon all the bread, (d) Here he is to take 
the cup into his hand, (e) And here he is to lay his 
hand upon every vessel, in which there is any wine to 
be consecrated. 
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thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, 
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us 
to make ; having in remembrance his blessed 
passion and precious death, his mighty re- 
surrection and glorious ascension ; rendering 
unto thee most hearty thanks, for the in<- 
numerable benefits procured unto us by the 
same. 



DIRECTIONS. 

Now join with the church, 
and dedicate your whole 
self, your spirit, soul, and 
body, unto God and to his 
service, with the greatest 
sincerity and devotion. 



THE MfVOCATION. 

And we most humbly 
beseech thee, O merci- 
ful Father, to hear us; 
and,^ of thy almighty 
goodness, youchsafe to 
'bless and sanctify, with thy word and Holy 
Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread 
and wine ; that we, receiving them according 
to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy 
institution, in remembrance of his death and 
passion, may be partakers of his most bless- 
ed body and blood. And we earnestly de- 
sire thy fatherly goodness, mercifully to 
accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanks- 
giving; most humbly beseeching thee to 
grant, that by the merits and death of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his 
blood, we, and all thy whole church, may 
obtain remission of our sins, and all other 
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benefits of his passion. And here we offer 
and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, 
eur souls, and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, 
and living sacrifice unto thee ; humbly be* 
seeching thee, that we, and all others who 
shall be partakers of this holy communion, 
may worthily receive the most precious body 
and blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction, 
and made one body with him, that he may 
dwell in them, and they in him. And al- 
though we are unworthy, through our mani- 
fold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice ; 
yet we beseech thee to accept this our 
bounden duty and service, not weighing our 
merits, but pardoning our offences; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; by whom, and with 
whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all 
honour and glory be unto thee, O Father 
almighty, world without end. Amen. 

Kubrick. 
Her^ shall be sung a bymo, or part of a hymn, from the 
.a<5lectioa for the feasts and fastr, &c. 

DIRECTIONS AND DEVOTIONS. 

* 

Say secretly y Send down thy Spirit and blessing upon 
this means of grace and salvation, which thou, thyself 
O J^sus, hast ordained. 



^-^-^^-^ 
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COMHVKIQir* 

Kubrick. 
TheD thall the prieat first re 
ceive the commaoioD io both|Q^||^|.g 
kindi himsdf^ and proceed to 
deliver the same to the bishops, 
priests, and deacons, in like 
manner, (if any be present) and, 
after that, to the people also intures 
order, into their hands,* all de- 
▼out! J kneeling^. 



DIRBCTIONS. 



While the miiiister and 
are receiving the com- 
muDion, you may employ 
the time you have to spare 
in reading some of the scrip- 
following, and the 
meditcUiona upon them. 

Remember that no posture 
can be too humble, when we 
are to receive a pardon, and 
a pardon which must deliver 
us from death eternal. 



DEVOTIONS. 



Luke XV. 2. The Pharisees murmured, saying, 
this man receiveih sinners, and eateth with them. 

I thank thee, O Jesus, for this instancy of 
thy charity for sinners ; I do indeed confess, 
that I am one of that wretched nuquber; 
and do beseech thee to receive me, though 
a very unworthy ^ft(65/, that I may eat at thy 
table, and be partaker of thy favour. 

* ^^ The recoTing of the consecrated bread with the dove on the 
hand, should be avoided, as familiar and irreverent. Peihaps the 
most decent and proper manner of receiving the consecmted 
bread, is in the palm of the right hand, trotted over the left, and 
then lifted to the mouth.^' Bibhop Hobakt's CourAsiofi, 

10* 
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Matt. xx» 32, 33. Jesus saidj what mil ye that 
I should do unto you? The blind men said ^ Lor d^ 
that our eyes may be opened* 

O Lord, thou knowest the desired of mj 
heart ; for it is thj grace that has wrought 
them in me, and besides thee there is none 
else that can help me : I praylhee, there*- 
fore, that thou wouldst have compassion on 
me, as thou hadst on these blind men : that 
the eyes of my mind maj be opened : that I 
may recover the light which sin hath depriv- 
ed me of: that I may see the great goodness 
of God, in sending thee to redeem us: that I 
may see the due reward of sin, in thy sufferings 
ana death : and that I may follow thy holy 
example all the days of my life. 

Mark ii. 17. / came not to call the righteous, 
hut sinners to repentance. 

O Lord, who hast called me to repentance 
}>y thy word, and by this ordinance, call me 
also by thy grace ; but call me so powerfully, 
that 1 may not turn a deaj^ ear, and that I 
may not resist thy call. I am forced, indeed, 
to bring my sins along with me ; but it is to 
erucify them with thee, and with a full pur- 
pose, through thy grace, never to return to 
those sins I haye repented of. _ * ^ 



^- 
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JobD vL 58. He that eateth of this bread shall 
live for ever. 

O Jesus, who hast made the life of our 
^ouls to depend upon this bread, grant that 
I may never render myself unworthy to re- 
ceive so great a blessing, or deprive myself 
of it by jny own ne^igence. Make it a 
principle of immortal life to me, by uniting 
me to thecj and to thy body^ that I may be 
made partaker of a divine nature. 

Exod. xii. 23. fVhe^ he eeeth the blood (of the 
Paschal Lamh) on the door, he will not suffer the 
destroyer to come in to smite you. 

Jesus, the true Paschal Lamb, who by 
thy precious blood hast paid the dd>i due* to 
the oivine justice, and ha3t delivered us from 
the power of the destroyer, let me never 
want this token of my redemption, this say- 
ing mark of thy almighty protection, against 
the power of the devil, who is continually 
seekmg whom he may devour. 

1 Cor« xi. S8. Let a man examine himself and 
so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that eup^ 

That I am invited to thy table, is not be- 
cause I am worthy, but because thoU) O God, 
art infinitely good and kind. Pity my ««/?r- 
jmtieSj which 9Lre known to thee, and accept 
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of my imperfect obedience to this command. 
I acKDOwledge my unworthiness ; I place all 
my hopes in thy mercy and promises in Jesus 
Christ : I sincerely purpose to lead a Chris- 
tian life, and to use all diligence to make my 
calling and election sure : with these pur- 
poses I go to to thine altar, trusting in thy 
goodness for the pardon of my dejects^ and 
for an increase of all those graces that are 
necessary to make me more worthy to eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup. 



COMHUNION. 
Kubrick. 
When the minister defivereth 
the bread he shall say, 

The body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which was 
giren for thee, preserve thj 
bod7 and soul unto ^verlast 
ing life : Take and eat this 
in remembrance that Christ 
died for thee, and feed on 
him in tbj heart hj faith, 
with thanksgiving. 



Riibrick. 
And the minister who defiver- 
eth the cap, shall say, 



The blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which was 
shed for tliee, preserve 



DEVOTIONS. 



Amen. May it be unto 
me according to thy word, a 
seal of my pardon, and a 
pledge of my salvation \ 



Amen. May the blood of 
Christ cleanse me from all 
sin, and may the remem- 
brance of his death be ever 
thyfseasonably present with me ! 
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bodj and soul unto everlast 
ing life : Drink this in re 
membrance that Christ's 
blood was shed for thee, 
and be thankful. 



DEVOTIONS. 

Blessing, and honour, and 
glorj, and thanksgiving, and 
power, be unto God, and 
unto the Lamb, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



Rabrick. 

If the consecrated bread and wine be spent before all have 
communicated, the priest is to consecrate more, according to the 
form before prescribed ; beginning at— wtf tt ghry be t» Sue^ ai- 
mighty God— and ending with these words^Por^oiberf t^kis most 
bUssed body and blood. 

When ail have commonicated, the minister shall retnm to the 
Lord^s table, and reverently place upon it what remaineth of the 
consecrated elements, covering the same with a fair luien ck>th. 

DIRBCTIONS. 

Now return to jour seat, that jou maj not hinder 
others from coming to the altar. At the end of this ser- 
vice you will find proper meditaiions wherewith (o en- 
tertain yourself, until all have received tbe communion. 

Rabrick. 
Then shall the minister say the Lord's prayer, the peopte re^ 
peating after him every petition. 



COMMTTNION. 

Our Father, who art in 
heaven. Hallowed be thy 
name ; Thy kingdom come ; 
Thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven ; Give 
us this, day our daily bread ; 
And forgive us our trespas 
ses, as we forgive those wholsary 
trespass against us; And 



DEVOTIONS. 

Now being made <me7»ith 
Christy and Christ with t», 
we have free liberty to ap- 
ply to God as our heavenly 
FatheVy and to hope for all 
the blessings which a tender 
Father knows to be neces^ 
for us. 
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coMMUirioir. 
lead us not into temptation ; 
But deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom > and 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



Rnbrick. ••• 

After shaU be said as foOowetb : 

Alm^hty and eyerliving God, we most 
heartily thank thee, for that thou dost vouch- 
safe to feed us who have duly received 
these holy n^ysteries, with the spiritual food 
of the most precious body and blood of thy 
Son our Saviour Jesus Cnrist ; and dost as- 
sure us thereby of thy favour and goodness 
towards us ; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, 
whicn is the blessed company of all faithful 
people ; and are also heirs through hope of 
thy everlasting kingdom, by the merits of 
the most precious death ana passion of thy 
dear Son. And we most humbly beseech' 
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with 
thy grace, that we may continue in that ho- 
ly fellowship, and do all such good works as 
thou hast prepared for us to walk in, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom, with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 
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Communion. 
Rubrick. 
Then shall be said or sung, all 
staDdiog, Gloria in excelsis, or 
some proper hymn from the se- 
lection. 



OBSERVATIONS. 

After the example of our 
blessed Lord, who, when he 
had ordained and institut- 
ed this sacrament, sung a 
hymn ; so do we praise God, 
the Father, Son, and Holy- 
Ghost, for our redemption, 
in this most excellent hymn. 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth 
peace, good-will towards men. We praise 
thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we 
glorify thee, we give thanks to tnee for thy 

Seat glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, 
od the Father almighty. 

O Lord, the only begotten Son Jesus 
Christ ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us. Thou that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mer- 
cy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sms of the world, receive our prayer. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy ; thou only art the 
Lord ; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 
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COMMUNION. 



Rubrick. 

Then the priest (the bishop, 

if he be present) shall let them 

depart with this blessing. 



DIAEGTIONS. 

Receive tkU blessing as 
coming from God himself, 
with all imaginable devo- 
tion. The reason and man- 
ner of receiving this bless- 
ing, see below.* 



The peace of God, which passeth all un- 
derstanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and lave of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord : and the blessing 
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holj Ghost, be amongst jou, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 

* The solemn blessing with which the priest disnussed the |l«o- 
ple after the daily sacrifice, bj God^s especial order, (Numb. vi. 
24.) was this: The Lord blest ihee^ and keep thee; the Lord 
make hit face to thine upon thee^ and be graeiotu unio thee. The 
Lord lift up the light of kit eoimienanee upon thee^ and give thee 
peace. 

And with what devotion they received this blessing, we are told 
(Ecclos. 1. 20, 21 .) The priett lifted up hit handt over the congre- 
gation^ to give the bletting rf the Lord toiih hit lipt ; and they 
bowed tKmtehet down^ SuU (hey -might receive a blettingfrom 
the Mott High. 

And lest any one should think too lightly of this blessing, be- 
cause pronounced by a poor mortal like himself, it is added 
(Numb. vi. 27.) / (the Lord) will blett him : showing,^ that the ef- 
fect of the blessing does not depend upon man, but upon the or- 
dinance of God, from the mouth of his own minister, whom God 
hath i^ioten to blest in the name of the Lord, Deut. ix\, 5. 
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COLLECTS 

That may be said after the collects of monin^ or eveoifig 
prayer, or commuoioo, at the discretion of the miDister. 

Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our 
supplications and prayers ; and dispose the 
way of thy servants towards the attainment 
of everlasting salvation ; that amon^ all the 
changes and chances of this mortal life, they 
may ever be defended by thy most gracious 
and ready help, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Grant, we beseech thee, almighty God, 
that the words which we have heard this 
day with our outward ears, may, through 
thy grace, be so grafted inwardly in 
our hearts, that they may bring forth in us 
the fruit of good living; to the honour and 
praise of thy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with 
thy most gracious favour, and further us 
with thy continual help; that in all our works 
begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may 
glorify thy holy name ; and finally, by thy 
mercy, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
11 
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Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, 
who knowest our necessities before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking ; we beseech 
thee to have compassion upon our infirmities; 
and those things which for our unworthiness 
we dare not, and for our blindness we can- 
not ask, vouchsafe to give us, for the worthi- 
ness of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, who hast promised to hear 
the petitions of those who ask in thy Son's 
name; we beseech thee mercifully to incline 
thine ears to us, who have now made our 
prayers and supplications unto thee;* and 
grant, that those things which we have faith- 
fully asked according to thy will, may effec- 
tually be obtained, to the relief of our neces- 
sity, and to the setting forth of thy glory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

.*. Rubrick. 

UpOQ the Sundays and other holj-dajra (if there be no sermon 
or communion) shall be said all that is appointed at the com- 
munion, unto the end of the gospel, concluding with the blessing* 
And if any of the consecrated bread and wine remain after the 
communion, it shall not be carried out of the church ; but the 
minister and other communicants shall, unmediately after the 
blessing, reverently eat and drink the 'same. 



PRIVATE DEVOTIONS 

AFTKR 
EITHER Iir THE CHURCH, OR AT HOME. 

.^Lft&r you hare received, and are return- 
ed to your seat, you may (as you haye time) 
continue your devotions. 

And remember that now is the proper se^ 
son to beg of God the graces and blessings 
you most desire ; whether for yourself^ for 
yourjriendsj or for yotir enemies^ who should 
always have a place in your prayers. 

And be not under any concern for suitable 
words to make known the desires of your 
heart. God is our Father^ and will under- 
stand bis children's meaning, however imper- 
fectly expressed. Tou know how the hum*' 
ble publican was heard, though he said no 
more than God^ he merciful unto me a sinner ! 

The following scriptures, and the medita- 
tions upon them, may help your devotions, 
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either D0W9 or at any other time, to obtaio 
the graces jou stand in need of; to preserve 
in jour heart a spirit of pietj ; or to keep in 
your mind the rows that are upon you. 

A SHORT FORM OF THANKSGIYING.'* 

1 Tbess. V. 18. In evert/ thing give thanks; 
for thii is the voill of God. 

O Lord and Father, I am not worthy of 
the least of all the mercies which thou hast 
showed thy servant ; neither can I render due 
thanks and praise for them ; but, O God, ac^ 
cept of this my sacrifice of praise and thanks- 
giving. For this, and for all thy known and 
unobserved favours of nature and of grace, I 
bless thy good providence ; beseeching thee 
to pardon my ingratitude, and that I have 
passed so many occasions without observing^ 
and without acknowledging^ thy great good- 
ness to thy unworthy servant. For when I 
consider my dependence upon thee^ for my life^ 

* If Christians would but accustom themselves to ren- 
der lo God the glory of his mercies ; to take notice of, 
^nd to give him thanks for, the many/avotirs, deliver- 
anceSf visitcUions, or chastisements^ they every day meet 
with, they would most surely engage the divine good- 
ness and providence to multiply those blessings upon 
them, which they put a stop to by their ingratitude. 
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for my preservation^ for my redemption^ and 
for the means of grace and salvation which 
thou hast airorded me, I cannot but be very 
thankful. jIs long therefore^ cts I live, I will 
praise thee. Glory be to God, my Creator ; 
glory be to Jesus, my Redeemer; glory be to 
the Holy Ghost, my Sanctifier, my Guide, and 
Con^orter! All love, all praise, and glory, be 
to God most high ! Amen. 

John xvi. 23. Vcrilyy veriltfj I say unto you, 
whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he 
will give it you. 

In all humility, O heavenly Father, I lay 
claim to this thy Son's most faithful promise, 
confirmed by his oath. In his name, and for 
his sake, I beseech thee to give to me a heart 
truly sensible of his great love in paying the 
debt due, by me, to thy divine justice ; and 
grant that the merits of his death and sacri^ 
fice may not be lost upon me. 

Give me a saving faith and knowledge ; a 
sincere love for thee, and for thy holy word ; 
a hearty desire to please thee ; a fear of 
oflFending thee ; a zeal for thy glory, and a 
great regard for every thing tnat belongs to 
thee. 

Give me such a love for my neighbour as 
thou hast commanded; a due regard for my 
11* 
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betters, and an utter abhorrence of all mao- 
ner of fraud, injustice, and wrong. 

Give me a tender conscience, a meek and 
quiet spirit, a charitable, an humble, and a 
contented mind. 

Give me a just sense of my own infirmities, 
a dread of sensual pleasures, a power over 
my appetites, and a fear of the world, and 
its idols. 

Leave me not to my own choice : keep me 
from pride, and {rom presumptuous sins : from 
wicked principles^ and wicked company ; and 
from the vices of the age and place I live in. 

Make me ever mindful of my latter end, 
and of the account I must one day give of 
my life, and of the talents with which thou 
shalt intrust me. And grant that I may lead 
an innocent and a useful life, by doing good 
in my generation* 

Take possession of my soul, until I am re- 
stored to thy divine image, from which I am 
sadly fallen. x 

For these, and for all the graces I stand 
in need of, I plead thy gracious goodness, and 
my Saviour's merits and promise to all that 
asK in his name : and I know thou wilt not 
deny me, because the very will to ask these 
mercies is from thee, and thy good Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Rotn« viii. 33. He that spared not his own son^ 
but delivered him up for us all^ how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things ? 

This is indeed, O God, a sure pledge of 
thine infinite love for thy poor creatures. 
Upon this I depend, when my heart is in heavi- 
ness. This is my refuge, when I remember 
my sins and thy divme justice. O make me 
truly sensible of this thy great love : and give 
me the graces which that love sees needful 
for me, for Jesus Christ's sake, the Son of 
thy love. Amen. 

Luke xxiv. 26. Ought not Christ to have suffer^ 
ed these things^ and to enter into his glory ? 

It was necessary for thee, O Christ, to 
suffer, because thou tookest upon thee to 
answer for sinners; and to show us what 
treatment our sins deserve. O make my 
sufferings in this life, in union with thine, ac- 
ceptable to God; and enable me to bear 
them as thou didst, with patience and resig- 
nation, this being the only way to glory. 
Amen. 

2 Cor. v. 1 5, Christ died for all^ that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto themselves^ but 
unto him which died for them. 



r 
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From this moment, O Christ, I consecrate 
that life to thee, which thou hast redeemed 
from the slavery of sin and satan, by thy 
most precious blood. Fortify my soul, I be- 
seech thee, against all the temptations of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, by the re- 
membrance of this thy love ; that I may live 
to thee, and to the glory of God. Amen. 

2 Cor. vi. 16. Ye are the temple of (he living 
God: as God hath said, I will dwell in them and 
walk in them ; and I will be their God^ and they shall 
be my people. 

Make me, O God, truly sensible of this 
great honour and blessing of being the habi- 
tation of thy good Spirit ; of the holiness re- 
quired of me, and of the great danger oipro- 
jming a temple consecrated to thee. Make me 
worthy of thy continual abode and presence. 
Take possession of my heart and soul; and 
let me know that thou dwellest in me, by the 
fruits of thy Spirit. Amen. 

Heb. xii. 1, 2. Let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, ire. 

Grant, O God, that I may bear all the 
troubles of this life with a meek and patient 
spirit, without repining at what thou shait 
appoint for the punishment of sin, and for 
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the salvation of the sinner. I will look unto 
thee, O Jesus, when thou wast in the place 
of sinners, with what patience thou didst 
bear the scorn, the indignities, the unrigh- 
teous judgment, the miserable death of tne 
cross: and this, by thy grace, shall be my 
pattern. Amen. 

Luke xxiii. 41* We receive the due reward of 
9ur deeds : hut this man hath done nothing amiss^ 

I confess, O God, with this malefactor, 
that whatever I suffer in this life, I suffer 
most justly for my sins ! and, therefore, with 
the submission of a penitent criminal, under 
the r^hteous sentence of death, I ofEer my 
life a sacrifice of obedi^Qce^o thy divipe jus- 
tice, in union with that of my Saviour, at 
what time, and in what manner, to thee shall 
seem meet ; trusting in the merits of my Re- 
deemer, at the hour of death, and in the day 
of judgment Amea 

Luke zv. 6* I have found my sheep which was 
lost. 

O good Shepherd^ I thanjc thee for thy ten- 
der care and concern for thy lost sheep. I 
had, indeed, been for ever lost, had not thy 
love sought and found me, when I was astray : 
for thy goodness sake keep me, for the time 
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judgment and vengeance^ but for mercy; for 
thetr pardon ; and for their eternal happiness. 
Amen. 

Luke xiii. 26, 27. TTien shall ye say^ We have 
•aUn and drank in thy presenccj ^c. But he shall 
say J 1 tell you^ I know you not ; depart from me, all 
,ye workers of iniquity <, ^c» 

Let me not depart from thy table and 
presence, O Lord, without obtaining the 
grace to lead a godly and a Christian life ; 
that I may escape this terrible and just judg- 
ment to be passed upon all those who enjoy 
the means of grace and salvation, without 
beii^ bettered by them, but continue to lead 
unchristian lives. Amen. 

Joho u 13. ^s many as received him^ to them 
gave he power {and right) to betome the sons of Qody 
even to them that believe on his name. 

I will not live in sin ; knowings O God, that 
I am accounted thine. O Jesus, who hast ob- 
tained for us this mighty privilege, give me 
grace to live as becomes the child of so great, 
so good, so holy a Father ; that I may never 
abuse this mercy, nor forfeit the right of the 
inheritance of the children of God, by infi- 
delity, or disobedience to the commands of 
vay heavenly Father. Amen. 
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John xiv. 27. M/ peace Heave voithyou; my 
peace I give unto you* 

It must be thy spirit, O Prince of Peace, 
that must put us into possession of this thy 
last and dying legacy. O give me this peace 
which the world cannot give; which passeth 
all understanding ! The peace and pleasure 
pf being in the favour of God ; and that I may 
possess my soul in peace, in the midst of the ' 
temptations, and troubles, and allurements, 
of this present evil world. And let this 
peace, which thou hast purchased with thy 
precious blood, be with me and with thy 
whole church, evermore. Amen. 



CONCERNING SPIRITUAL COMMUNION* 

The * church, for the comfort and advan- 
tage of such Christians as through any just 
impediment are hindered from receiving the 
Lord's supper, ^in the manner which she has 
appointed, that is, from the hands of Christ's 
own ministers,) has given us this instruction: 

* See the third Kubrick after the Office of tfce Com- 
munion of the^Sick. 

12 
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That if we do truly repent of our sins; 
" Have a lively faith ol God's mercy through 
Christ, with a thankful remembrance of his 
death, &c. we do eat and drink the body and 
blood of Christ, profitably, and to our souPs 
health, although we do not receive the sacra- 
ment with our mouth." 

They that composed this rubrick, had, it 
is probable, an eye to the daily sacrifice, 
which, under the law of Moses, was offered 
for the whole people of Israel ; at which ail 
such pious persons, who could not possibly 
be present, yet offered their daily prayers to 
God in union of spirit, and in virtue of that 
sacrifice offered in the temple, no doubt of it 
were accepted of God. 

Now, forasmuch as very many pious souls 
do labour under this sad impediment, espe- 
cially in many country churches, where tnis 
sacrament is but too seldom administered : 
to supply this defect, some such help as the 
folio wmg may be made use of, on the Lord's 
day, or on any other holy-day, in order to 
preserve in our minds the memona/ of our 
redemption; to improve our grateful affeC" 
tions towards our Redeemer; to keep up a 
continual correspondence with heaven; to 
preserve in us a spirit o{ piety, devotion^ and 
charity^ that we may always be prepared to 
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receive the Lord's supper, whenever we 
shall have an opportunity of doing it, tnpu6- 
lick^ as a publick and solemn acknowledg- 
ment of our beii^ in communion with Christ, 
and with every member of the church of 
Christ; and which no good Christian will 
neglect, on any pretence of spiritual com- 
munion. 

* Luke xxii. 1 9. Do this in remembrance of me* 

^ood Saviour, I will, through thy grace, 
do this in remembrance of thee^ and in obedi- 
ence to thy command, as well as I am able. 

1 do therefore this good day join in desire 
and spirit with every Christian congregation 
in the world, which truly celebrates this 
holy mystery. 

with them I join in giving my devoutest 
thanks to thy almighty Father, and our gra- 
cious God, who did not overlook lost man- 
kind; but sent thee, his only Son, tore* 
deem us. 

* We do not want examples for recommending tliis 
Spiritual Communion. The learned and pious Bishop 
Taylor ; the worthy and ingenious author of the Un» 
bloody Sacrifice ; the devout author of the Spiritual Com' 
bat, 4rc, have proposed some such help as this, for the 
use and comfort of those devout souls, who are deprived 
of this holy sacrament in the church. And to those we are 
indebted for this intimation, &c. 
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With tbem I call to remembrapce what 
thou hast done and suffered for us ; thine in- 
carnation ; thy laborious life ; thy bitter 
passion ; thy death and resurrection ; the 
great deHverance thou hast thereby wrought 
ior all mankind ; and the obligations thou 
hast laid upon us. 

I acknowledge and receive thee, O Jesus, 
as our heavenly Teacher ; as our Example 
and Pattern ; as our only Mediator and Ad- 
vocate with God; and as the sovereign 
Judge of all mankind. 

With thy church I join in pleading the 
merits of thy all-suflScient sacrifice with thy 
eternal Fatner. I rely upon that sacrifice 
for the pardon of all my sms; for the assist- 
ance of the divine grace; for deliverance 
from the corruption of my own nature, and 
from the malice and snares of the devil ; for 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost ; and for a^ 
blessed resurrection; the Lord almighty, for 
thy sake, being reconciled unto me. 

I devote my spirit, soul, and body, to thee, 
and to thy service, beseeching thee to give 
me grace, never wilfully to depart from thy 
Jaws. 

I join with thy church, and plead the 
merits of thy sacrifice, for all estates and 
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conditions of men ; ^ that none idaj deprive 
themselves of that happiness which thou hast 
purchased by thj death : for all Christian 
rulers; for all bishops and pastors ; that they 
may preserve the sacred rites committed to 
their trust ; for all that strive to propagate 
the gospel; for a primitive zeal in ail that 
fear thy name ; for all that sit in darkness, 
are in errour, or are destitute of the necessary 
means of instruction ; for all that sinfcerely 
seek the truth ; for all sinners, that they 
may have grace and strength to break their 
bonds; for all that are in adversity; for all 
that suffer wrongfully, or that are deprived 
of their just rights; for all that are in pain 
of body,^ or anguish of mind and spirit ; for 
all that are tempted, or in danger of falling 
into despair; for all that are in slavery, un* 
der persecution, in prison, or in poverty; for 
all persons and places in distress by the 
sword, pestilence, or famine; for all that 
are in their last sickness, that they may omit 
nothing that is necessary to make their 
peace with God ; for all widows and father- 
less children ; for all that call upon God, and 
have none else to help them ; for this land, 

* 1 Mace. xii. 11. We do remember you in our sa- 
crifices, and in our prayers, as reason is, and ay it hfi* 
comes us to think upon our bre^l^ren. 
12* 
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and this church, that the Lord may ayelrt 
the judgineBts which we justlj deserve ; for 
our friends, our relations, our benefactors, and 
for our enemies ; for all that have desired 
our prayers, and for the whole mystical body 
of Christ : beseeching the almighty Grod, the 
Creator and Redeemer of all, to have mer- 
cy upon all whom h^ has made and redeem- 
ed, and to give unto all grace and help, ac- 
cording to the necessities they kbour under, 
for thy sake O Lord Jesus, to whom, with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honour and glory, dominion and power, for 
ever. Amen. 



THE LORD'S PRAYER EXPLAINED. 

When we consider the time when Chris- 
tians are taught to sav this prayer, we shall 
have reason to fear, that too many continue 
to repeat it all their lives, with as little con- 
sideration, understanding, and devotion, as 
they first learned it. ' 

This will make a short and plain para- 
phrase on this prayer both useful and ac- 
ceptable to such as desire to understand 
what they pray for. 
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Our Father who art in heaven. 
I bieseech thee, O heayenlj Father, not 
for iDjself only, but for all thy children, that 
we may all live worthy of the relation 
which we bear to thee ; that we may not siuj 
knowing that we are aciotmted thine; nor wil- 
fully onend so great, so gopd, so tender a 
Father : but that we may love thee, znd Jecar 
thee, not as slaves^ but as children ; that we 
may put our whole trust in thee, and depend 
upon thine infinite power, wisdom, goodness, 
and promise, to take care of us ; that we 
may leave it to thee, to choose what is best 
for us ; and bear with patience and resigna- 
tion all thy fatherly corrections : and that 
we may serve thee with comfort and plea- 
sure all our days, in hopes of the inheritance 
which thou hast promised thy obedient 
children. 

Hallowed be thy name. 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, 
and honour, and power \ for thou hast creat- 
ed all things, and all thy works praise th^e. 
Fill our hearts, O God, with a zeal for thy 
glory, that we may do thee honour, by leai 
mg holy lives, and by payii^ ag^eat regard 
for every thing that belongs to thee — thy 
name^ thy day^ thy house^ thine ordinances^ and 
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thj mimsters : and that others, seeing our 
^od works, may glorify our Fatlier wkich is 
tn heaven. 

Thy kingdom come. 
Enlarge thy kingdom, O God, and deliver 
the world from the dominion and tyranny of 
satan, that the kingdoms of the earth may 
become the kingdoms of Jesus Christ. Hasten 
the time which thy Spirit hath foretold, 
when all nations, wKom thou hast made, shall 
worship thee, and glorify thy name. Bless 
the good endeavours of those that strive to 
propagate the gospel of thy kingdom ; and 

Krepare the hearts of all men to receive it. 
lay all such as own thee for their king, be- 
come thy faithful subjects ! Vouchsafe to 
reign in our hearts, and subdue our wills en- 
tirely to thine; and prepare us by thy good 
Spirit for the kingdom of glory. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Dispose me, and all thy children, O Lord 
and Father, to submit cheerfully to whatever 
thy providence shall order for us: hearken 
not to the corrupt desires of our hearts ; but 
to the voice of thine own wisdom, goodness, 
and mercy. Give us a true knowledge of 
our duty, and a heart disposed to close with 
thy will, whenever it shall be made known 
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to US, and to perform it with pleasure. Sub- 
due in us whatever is contrary to thy hol^' 
will, that through thy grace we may at last 
become perfect, as our heavenly pattern is. 

Give us this daj our daily bread. 

We look up unto, and depend upon thee, 
O heavenly Father, for all the necessaries 
and conveniences of this present life. And 
may our bodily wapts engage us to go daily 
to the throne of grace for the wants of our 
souls ! Let thy blessing go alone with our 
honest endeavours, and keep us from all un- 
just ways of bettering our condition. Give uS 
grace to impart to such as are in want, of 
what thou snalt give us more than our daily 
bread; and, with all thy other favours, give 
us, we beseech thee, the blessing of a thank- 
ful and contented mind. 

And forgiye us our trespasses, as we forgive (hose who 
trespass against us. 

Forgive us those sins, O heavenly Father, 
which separate us from thee : forgive us 
every day of our lives; for every day we 
stand in need of pardon : give me, and all 
Christians, a forgiving tempevy that we may 
fulfil this condition of our pardon. Thou art 
good and merciful in forgiving us ; grant we 
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may be so to others, remembering our own 
wifirmities. And may we all live in tbe same 
charitable temper^ in which we hope and de^ 
sire to dde^ 

And lead us not into temptation ; bat deliver us from evil. 
O God and Father, who hatest iniquity, 
and knowest our infirmities, leave us not to 
the malice and power of the evil one, the 
devil, to deal with us as he pleaseth; nor to 
ourselves, and to our own corrupt hearts 
and lusts, lest we m^ly run into temptation. 
Keep us out of the way of temptations, and 
under the j^rotection of thy good Spirit : 
suffer us not to be surprised by them, nor 
tempted above what we are able to bear. 
Give us grace to resist them, and to watch 
and pray daily, that we enter not into temp- 
tatioD. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory, for 
erer and ever. Amen. 

The whole creation is thine, and under thy 
govemoient. Thine is the power: thou 
canst do whatever we pray for. Thou canst 
cause thy name to be sanctified in all the 
earth, and set up thy kingdom in all the 
world, and in all our hearts. Thou canst 
cause thy will to be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; and incline us all to submit to it. 
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Thoti canst give us all thio^ needful, both 
for our souls and for our bodies. Thou, and 
thou alone, canst forgive us our sins, and dis- 
pose us to forgive one another. Thou canst 
secure us in the day of temptation, and de- 
liver us from the power of the devil. To 
thee, to thee alone, be the glory, to all eter- 
nity. Amen. 



FOR A FAMILY. 

Let some ooe of the family, that can read, say, derontly, what 

followeth, the rest attendiog : 

The Lord hath brought us safe to the begin- 
ning of this day : Let us therefore give thanks for 
this, and for all his merpies. 

Let us pray, that we may live in the fear of 
God, and continue in love and charity with our 
neighbours. 

That his Holy Spirit may direct and rule our 
hearts, teaching us what we ought to do, and what 
to avoid : 

That the grace of God may ever be with us, 
to support us in all dangers, and carry us through 
all temptations. 

That the Lord may bless all our honest endea- 
vours, and make us content with what his provi* 
dence shall order for us : 
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And that we may continue his faithfol servants 
this day, and unto our lives' end. 

For all which blessings let us devoutly pray* 

The D, a]] devoutly kneeling, let one saj, 

O God, by whom the whole world is governed 
and preserved, we give thee humble thanks for 
thy fatherly care over us, beseeching thee to 
make us truly sensible of thy mercies, and thank- 
ful for them. 

Give us grace, Ihat we may walk as in thy sight, 
making a conscience of our ways ; and, fearing 
to offend thee, may never fall into the sins we 
have repented of. 

Enable us to resist the temptations of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil ; to follow the motions of 
thy good Spirit ; to be serious and holy in our 
lives; true and just in our dealings; watchful 
over our thoughts, words, and actions ; diligent 
in our business ; and temperate in all things. 

May thy blessing be upon our persons, upon 
our labours, upon our substance, and upon all 
that belongs to us ! 

Give us grace, that we may honestly improve 
all the talents which thou hast committed to our 
trust : and that no worldly business, no worldly 

[>leasures may divert us from the thoughts of the 
ife to come. 

Make us sensible and thankful for all thy fa- 
vours; and mindful of the wants of others. 

By thy mighty power defend us in all the as- 
saults of our enemies : and grant that this day we 
fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of dan- 
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ger ; but that all our doings may be ordered bj 
thy governance, to do always that which is righ- 
teous in thy sight. 

May our gracious God give us what is needful 
for us, and grace not to abuse his favours ; and, 
withal, give us contented minds. 

Give us in this world the knowledge of his 
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Hear us, O God, not according to our weak 
understanding, but according to the full meaning 
of that form of prayer^ which Jesus Christ hath 
taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, &c. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 

On Sunday monung, let the following prajer be added to yottr 
daily prayers. 

O Lord, who hast consecrated this good day to 
thy service, give us grace so to observe it, that 
it may be the beginning of a happy week to us, 
and that none of thy judgments may fall upon us 
for profaning it. Fix 'in our hearts this great 
truth, that here we have no abiding place, that we 
may seriously and timely provide for another 
life ; and grant that this great concern may make 
us very desirous to learn our duty, and to do what 
thou requirest of us. And blessed be God, that 
we have churches to go to ; that we have time to 
serve our Creator ; that we have pastors to teach 
us. The Lord prosper their labours, and give^ us 
13 
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grace to profit by them ; that they and we may 
enjoy an everlasting sabbath with thy saints in 
heaven, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



Let one standing read, or say deyoutly/what foHowelb; the 
rest of the family attending. 

By the favour of God, we are come to the 
evening of this day; and we are so much nearer 
our latter end. 

Let us seriously consider this, and pray God to 
fit us for the hour of death. 

Let us with penitent hearts beseech him to par- 
don our sins ; and to deliver us from the evils 
which we have justly deserved. 

Let us resolve to amend where we have done 
amiss, and pray God that his grace may ever be 
with us : 

And that we may be safe under his protection, 
who alone can defend us from the powers of dark- 
ness. 

For all which blessings let us devoutly pray. 

Then aH devoutly kneeling, let one say. 

O Lord, and heavenly Father, we acknowledge 
thy great goodness to us, in sparing us when we 
deserve punishment ; in giving us the necessaries 
of this life ; and in setting before us the happiness 
of a better. 

The merciful God pardon our ofiences ; correct 
and amend what is amiss in us ; that as we grow 
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in years we may grow in grace ; and the nearer 
we come to our latter end, we may be the better 
prepared for it. 

In the midst of life we are in death. Lord, 
grant that these thoughts may make us careful 
how we live, that we may escape the bitter pains 
of eternal death. 

Take from us all ignorance^ hardness of hearty 

and too much carefulness for the things of this life. 

Make us a household fearing God, submitting 

ourselves to thy good pleasure, and putting our 

whole trust in thy mercy. 

May God, whose kingdom ruleth over all, 
bless the presidentof the United States, and such 
as are put in authority under him, that they may 
govern with truth and justice; and that we, whose 
duty it is to obey, may do it for conscience sake. 

Grant that true religion and piety may be secur- 
ed and countenanced amongst us ; and that impie- 
ty, profaneness, and infidelity may effectually be 
discouraged, that thy judgments may not fall upon 
this sinful nation. 

Continue to us, and to all thy holy church uni- 
versal, the means of grace and salvation. Cause 
that the saving truths of the gospel may be receiv- 
ed in all the world ; and that Christians may not 
content themselves with shadows of religion, but 
endeavour after that holiness, without which no 
man must see the Lord. 

Remember, gracious God, for good, all those 
that are over us in the Lord, who watch for our 
souls, as they that must give an account, that they 
may give it with joy. We commend unto thy 
tender compassion all that are in crrour, and sin- 
cerely seek the truth : All such as are destitute of 
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necessary means and instructions : all that are 
engaged in sinful courses, that they may have 
grace and strength to break their bonds : all that 
labour under trials and afflictions : all sick and 
dying persons, that they nriay omit nothing that is 
necessary to make their peace with thee, before 
they die : and also such as never pray for them- 
selves, that they may see, before it be too late, 
the danger of living without God in the world. — 
Vouchsafe unto us an interest in the prayers of thy 
holy church throughout the worlds which have 
been this day offered to the throne of grace. 

Let thy blessing, O Lord, be with us : defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night: and grant, 
that when we depart this life, we may rest in 
peace, and in hope of a blessed resurrection, 
through Jesus Chvist our Lord. Amen. 

Hear us, O merciful God, not according to our 
weak understanding, but according to the full 
meaning of that form of prayer which Jesus Christ 
has taught us. 

Our Father who art in heaven, &c. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c* 

On Sunday evening, let the following prajer be added to your 
daily prayers. 

Almighty God, by whom all things were made 
and are preserved, give us hearts to know, and 
grace to consider this, that we may cheerfully 
commit ourselves, and all that belongs to us, to 
thy merciful care ; that we may ever look up to 
thee for what we want ; be thankful for thy favours; 
never resist thy dealings with us, or neglect the 
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means of grace which thy providence affords us. 
Blessed be God, who giveth us what is ever best 
for us ; who keepeth us from dangers, and hath 
provided for us better than all our works can de- 
serve ! The good Lord make us mindful of our 
duty, that, as we often hear how we ought to walk, 
and to please God, we may continue to do so unto 
our lives end, through Jesus Christ our Lord.«> 
Amen. 

FOR PARTICULAR PERSONS ; BOTH MORNING 
AND EVENING. 



IN THE MORNING. 

Consider the danger of going into an evil world, and then yon 
will never fail to pray for the blessing, protection, and grace, of 
God, every morning of your life. 

THE PRATER. 

*What shall I render unto the Lord, for his 
mercies renewed unto me every morning ? I will 
offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay my 
vows unto the Most High. 

And may God accept of my most hearty thanks 
for my preservation and refreshment, and for all 
the blessings of the night past, and of my life past. 

Possess my soul, gracious God, with such a 
sense of this thy goodness, and of my dependence 
upon thee for life, and health, and prosperity, and 
comfort, that it may be my delight, as it is my 
duty and interest, to serve and obey thee. 

* Psalm cxvi. 
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And, ihat I may do this with a quiet mind, for^ 
giv^ me the sins of which my conscience is afraid ; 
and avert the judgments which I have justly de- 
served. 

Give me grace, that 1 may continue in thy fear 
all the day long ; and that I may live and act as 
having thee, O God, the constant witness of my 
conduct ; and that it may be the purpose of my 
soul never to offend thee wilfully^ 

May thy restraining grace preserve me from the 
temptations of an evil world, from the frailty and 
corruption of my own nature, and from the evil 
principles and practices of the age I live in ! 

Possess my heart with a sincere love for thee, 
and for all mankind ; and grant that I may have 
this comfortable and sure proof of thy love abiding 
in me, that I study to please thee, and to keep 
thy commandments* 

Give me a tender compassion for the wants and 
miseries of my neighbour, that thou mayest have 
compassion upon me, O God* 

In all my zoays I do acknowledge thee. Do thou, 
O.Lord, direct my paths, and teach me to guide 
my affairs, my designs, my words, and actions, 
vriih charity,discrelion, justice, and piety. 

Show me the way that I should walk in, and 
give me grace to follow the conduct of thy good 
Spirit, that 1 may do my duty in that state of life, 
in which thy providence has placed me. 

Let me ever remember, that the night cometh, 
when no man can work ; and that now is the time 
in which to provide for eternity. 

Grant, gracious God, that no worldly pleasures, 
no worldly business, may ever make me lose the 
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sight of death, or forget the dangers that surround 
me» 

Fill Diy heart with the dread of thy judgments 
prepared for impenitent sinners, and my soul 
with a sense of the blessings 5¥hich will be the 
reward of all them that love thee, and obey thy 
laws. 

Hear me, O heavenly Father, not according to 
my imperfect petitions, but according to the mean- 
ing of that holy prayer, which thy beloved Son 
hath taught us. 

Our Father who art in heaven, &c. 

EVENING PRAYER. 

Every thoughtful person, before he lieth down to sleep, will 
put himself under the protection of God, who giveth his angels 
charge concerning his people, to preserve them from the powers 
of darkness, from the dangers of the night, and from all sad 
accidents. 

THE PRAYER. 

That it hath pleased God to add another day 
to the years of my life, and that he hath kept mc 
from the dangers of an evil world : for these and 
for all his mercies from day to day bestowed upon 
me, I bless his good and gracious providence, 
most earnestly beseeching him to pardon my of- 
fences of the day past, and to grant that they may 
never rise up in judgment against me. 

Lord, the frailty of man, without thee, cannot 
but fall : in all temptations, therefore, I beseech 
thee to succour me, that no sin may ever get the 
dominion over me. 

Give me a salutary dread of the corruption of 
my own heart : Make me truly sensible of the end 
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of sin, and mindful of my own infirmities and back- 
slidings. 

Vouchsafe unto all sinners a true sense of their 
unhappy state, a fear of thy judgments, and grace 
and strength to break their bonds. 
Enlighten my soul with saving truth 5 correct 

me in mercy, and reduce me when I go astray. 

Make me ever mindful of my latter end, and fix in 
my heart a lively sense of the happiness and mise- 
ry of the world to come. 

May the thoughts of death mortify in me all 
pride and covetousness, and a love for this world ; 
and may my firm belief of a judgment to come 
make me ever careful to please thee, my Lord and 
Judge, that I may find mercy at that day ! 

Grant that I may lie down to sleep with the 
same charitable and forgiving temper, in which I 
desire and hope to die. 

And may the almighty God take me, and all 
that belongs to me, under his gracious and pow- 
erful protection ! may he give his angels charge 
concerning us, and keep us in perpetual peace and 
safety, through Jesus Christ our Lord ! 

John xvi. 23. Fcn/y, / say unto you^ what- 
soever t/e shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you. 

In thy name, O Jesus, and in the full meaning 
of the words which thou hast taught us, I pray God, 
for thy sake, to hear me, and to give me what is 
most convenient for me. 

Our Father who art in heaven, &c. 
THE END. 
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